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A Time  of  Joy,  and 
A Time  to  Witness  to  our  Faith 

Putting  together  this  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin  brought  back  happy  memo- 
ries of  the  historic  Western  Gathering  of  Friends  General  Conference 
(FGC)  which  took  place  at  Pacific  Lutheran  University  near  Tacoma,  WA, 
this  summer.  It  was  the  first  time  that  our  national  Quaker  gathering  hap- 
pened in  the  Western  United  States.  As  our  cover  photo  makes  clear,  this 
event  was  a very  joyous  occasion. 

Over  1,600  Friends  attended — far  more  than  originally  anticipated.  FGC 
Gatherings  are  often  deeply  transformative  experiences,  with  almost  unUm- 
ited  opportunities  for  worship,  learning,  and  connecting  with  Friends.  This 
Gathering  was  especially  powerful  because  it  brought  together  Friends  from 
the  East  and  the  West,  and  from  a wide  range  of  theological  backgrounds. 
Included  in  this  issue  are  two  glowing  reports  on  the  Gathering  by  Young 
Friends  from  different  branches  of  Quakerism.  Maya  CampbeU-Unsoeld  is 
from  an  unprogrammed,  predominantly  liberal  and  universaUst  Friends  Meet- 
ing, while  Aimee  Buchholz  is  from  a mainly  conservative,  Christ-centered 
branch  of  Friends.  Yet  both  felt  included  and  welcomed  in  our  (Quaker  com- 
munity. Both  were  challenged  to  explore  their  religious  roots  and  expand  their 
spiritual  horizons.  And  both  are  looking  forward  to  future  FGC  Gatherings. 

My  wife  Kathleen  and  I both  attended  the  Gathering  and  had  a wonder- 
ful time.  We  spent  the  mornings  dancing  Sufi  dances  of  peace — a pleasant 
change  from  our  usual  routine.  In  the  afternoon  I helped  organize  a series  of 
interest  groups  on  interfaith  peacemaking,  sponsored  by  Quaker  UniversaUst 
Fellowship;  meanwhile,  my  wife  “did  her  thing”  and  explored  the  amazingly 
tempting  bookstore,  the  lovely  campus,  and  various  interest  groups  that  caught 
her  fancy.  In  the  evenings  we  heard  outstanding  speakers  and  enjoyed  rousing 
musical  programs,  like  the  Laura  Love  concert  featured  on  our  cover.  We  also 
connected  with  many  old  Friends  and  made  new  ones.  Some  of  the  highUghts 
are  featured  on  page  6. 1 hope  to  see  some  of  you  at  the  next  FGC  Gathering 
in  Wisconsin  in  2007. 

Times  of  joy  like  the  Gathering  are  important  ways  to  deepen  our  faith. 
Equally  important  are  the  times  when  we  witness  to  our  faith  through  action. 
This  issue  features  the  humanitarian  work  of  Mark  Davis  in  New  Orleans 
and  the  peace  witness  of  Humboldt  (CA)  Friends  who  are  concerned  about 
what  is  happening  at  Guantanamo  Bay  Prison.  I hope  these  Friends  inspire 
(and  challenge)  us  to  do  our  best  to  make  this  world  a better  place. 

Finally,  it  is  my  pleasure  to  introduce  Wafa  Shami,  an  AFSC  staff  mem- 
ber from  Palestine  who  shares  her  personal  story  and  what  it  is  hke  today  in 
her  native  land.  Most  Americans  are  in  a state  of  denial  about  what  is  happen- 
ing in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  the  US  role  in  promoting  violence;  but  those 
of  us  who  have  been  to  Israel/Palestine  know  that  the  situation  there  is  intol- 
erable and  has  to  change.  The  current  cycle  of  violence  and  repression  and 
separation  is  not  the  answer.  I am  therefore  deeply  grateful  for  the  work  that 
Wafa  and  the  AFSC  are  doing  to  encourage  dialogue  and  build  bridges,  while 
at  the  same  time  speaking  the  truth  about  the  Occupation  and  its  conse- 
quences. 

May  we  all  experience  joy  and  peace  as  we  work  together  for  a better 
world  in  the  upcoming  year.  , 
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An  Unlimited 
Supply  of  Love 


BY  Maya  Campbell-Unsoeld 

Olympia  (WA)  Friends  Meeting 


'Maya  Qampbell-Umodd  and  Rosa  Ostrom 


Tacoma,  Washington.  Not  really 
considered  a destination  by  many 
where  I live,  an  hour  south  of  Olym- 
pia. Friends  General  Conference, 
2006.  That  holds  more  allure.  A week 
of  Quakers  from  all  over  the  country. 
How  could  I resist?  The  High  School 
program.  150  teenagers  who  care 
about  the  things  I care  about  and  who 
accept  you  unconditionally  without 
any  hesitation.  This  is  really  why  I 
went  to  Gathering  this  summer.  I had 
never  been  before  and  I did  not  know 
what  to  expect,  but  I knew  that,  no 
matter  what,  it  would  be  a wonderful 
experience  and  worth  going.  Truth- 
fully, it  is  very  hard  to  describe  how 
much  I enjoyed  Gathering.  It  was 
definitely  the  highlight  of  my  sum- 
mer and  one  of  the  most  powerful  ex- 
periences of  my  life. 


Young  Friends  are  the  most  in- 
volved, talented,  caring,  and  accept- 
ing group  of  people  I have  ever  met. 
The  community  we  created  this  sum- 
mer was  one  of  powerful  love  and 
laughter  that  carried  us  across  all  bar- 
riers. Outdoor  sports  were  a very 
popular  activity,  soccer  and  ultimate 
Frisbee  in  particular.  Though  I had 
only  played  ultimate  Frisbee  once  be- 
fore, I found  myself  welcomed  into 
that  group  without  pause. There  were 
people  knitting,  singing,  and  playing 
games  everywhere. 

Young  Friends  know  how  to  have 
fun,  with  massage  circles,  dances,  and 
games,  but  we  also  know  when  it  is 
time  to  slow  down  and  think  about 
the  world  around  us.  The  high  school 
program  planned  an  all  day  peace  vigil 
for  the  whole  gathering  when  we 


learned  that  North  Korea  had  tested 
a missile.  We  mourned  the  lives  lost 
all  over  the  world  to  war  and  we 
prayed  for  peace.  Also,  a group  of 
about  twelve  people  in  the  high- 
school  program  figured  out,  with  our 
advisors  and  parents,  how  to  take  pub- 
lic transportation  to  Olympia  so  we 
could  participate  in  a counter-protest 
against  a small  Neo-Nazi  rally.  We  felt 
led  to  make  this  statement  and  we 
made  it  happen.  I was  one  of  the 
twelve  who,  along  with  our  adult  pres- 
ences, took  buses  down  to  Olympia 
and  sat  in  silence  wearing  white  shirts 
with  “Quaker  Youth  Speaking  Truth” 
on  the  back.  On  the  front,  each  per- 
son wrote  a personal  truth  that  they 
felt  was  important.  These  included 
peace,  love,  hope,  justice,  compassion, 
and  many  more.  We  made  a peaceful. 
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non-provocative  statement  on  an  im- 
portant issue.  We  planned,  organized, 
and  carried  it  out  by  ourselves  with 
the  support  of  many  helpful  adults.  It 
was  amazing. 

It’s  funny  how  the  rest  of  the 
world  views  Quakers.  A misconcep- 
tion of  oatmeal  is  one  of  the  first 
things  that  comes  to  mind  when  I 
think  about  people’s  reactions  to  hear- 
ing that  I am  a Quaker.  Many  believe 
that,  since  we  are  peaceful  and  helped 
free  slaves,  we  must  have  nothing  else 
to  do.  We  only  sit  around  and  sing  folk 
songs.  All  of  the  men  have  beards  and 
we  can’t  have  fim.  OK,  so  we  do  sing 
a lot  and... many  Quaker  men  have 
beards,  but  we  are  not  confined  to 
homespun  clothes  and  pious  games. 
During  the  week  we  played  many 
games  that  may  not  be  considered 
“Quakerly.”  Wink  is  one  that,  when  I 
describe  it  to  my  non-Quaker  friends, 
brings  expressions  of  surprise.  It  really 
is  mostly  harmless  and  it  allows  us  to 
get  out  pent-up  feelings  without  caus- 
ing others  to  become  angry  or  resent- 
ful. And  since  we  play  it,  it  is  a Quaker 
game,  whether  peaceful  or  not! 


Another  thing  that  added  to  my 
enjoyment  of  the  week  was  our  busi- 
ness meetings.  Maybe  I’m  unusual, 
but  these  events  gave  me  a sense  of 
peace,  cooperation,  and  hope.  I’d 
heard  about  FGC  business  meetings. 
They  were  said  to  drag  on  for  hours, 
into  the  early  morning,  and  without 
consensus,  it  was  hard  to  move  on 
from  item  to  item.  But  business  meet- 
ings were  just  as  important  to  me  as 
anything  else.  Granted,  they  were  long 
(though  not  unusually  so),  but  they 
are  what  really  brought  us  together  as 
a community.  We  listened  to  every 
person  who  felt  a need  to  speak,  no 
matter  what,  and  mutual  decisions 
were  made  on  everything.  Quaker 
process  is  an  incredible  thing.  I only 
wish  the  rest  of  the  world  understood 
its  importance  and  effectiveness.  I 
don’t  think  anyone  left  our  meetings 
with  a feeling  of  anger  or  frustration. 
We  worked  everything  out  to  the  very 
best  of  our  abilities  and  tried  to  ac- 
commodate everyone. 

FGC  Gathering  connected  me 
with  Quaker  youth  from  all  over  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  It  gave  me 


a community  where  I feel  comfortable 
being  myself,  speaking  up  and  acting 
on  issues  that  are  important  to  me.  I 
find  that  leaving  these  types  of  com- 
munities is  the  hardest  thing  imagin- 
able. These  communities  include 
tears,  laughter,  heaUng,  growth,  and 
an  unlimited  supply  of  love.  Reenter- 
ing a “normal”  society  is  hard.  No  one 
is  able  to  measure  up  to  the  special 
people  I left  and  I get  frustrated  with 
petty  disagreements  that  should  eas- 
ily be  forgotten.  But  I smile  and  get 
through  without  anger  because  I 
know  that  next  summer,  and  at  my 
other  Quaker  gatherings,  I will  be  re- 
united with  the  wonderful  people  who 
make  my  world  special. 

See  you  in  Wisconsin! 

Maya  Campbell-Unsoeld  lives  in 
Olympia,  Washington  and  is  an  attender 
at  Olympia  Monthly  Meeting.  She  has 
been  playing  a lot  of  soccer  lately  and 
working  insanely  hard  at  school.  She  is 
excited  to  join  other  FGC  high  school 
clerks  for  a clerking  workshop  at  Pendle 
Hill  Conference  Center  in  November. 


Expanding  Circles 


by  Aimee  Buchholz 


I sat  cross-legged  on  the  floor  and 
took  a deep  breath.  There  were 
dozens  of  Adult  Young  Friends 
streaming  into  the  large  room  and  our 
circle  kept  expanding.  I quickly 
scanned  around  the  room.  At  least  a 
130  people!  It  was  exciting  to  be 
around  so  many  peers,  but  I was  also 
a little  apprehensive.  I had  never  been 
to  an  FGC  Gathering  before  and  I 
didn’t  know  what  to  expect.  How 
would  people  react  to  me?  Would  they 
be  a bit  suspicious?  Would  I be  wel- 
come? 


Clear  across  the  other  side  of  the 
room  the  introductions  began:  state 
your  name,  monthly  meeting,  yearly 
meeting,  and  who  you  would  be  and 
why  if  you  could  be  any  person  past 
or  present,  real  or  imagined.  I lis- 
tened intently  as  the  introductions 
went  around.  The  list  of  names 
people  would  rather  be  ranged  from 
serious  to  mundane  to  completely 
off-the-wall.  I was  excited  to  recog- 
nize several  faces  from  the  World  Gath- 
ering of  Young  Friends  last  summer.  I 
would  be  connecting  with  them  again 


Aimee  Buchholz  (pictured above)  attends 
North  Seattle  Friends  Church,  North- 
west Yearly  Meeting.  She  is  currently 
studying  to  get  her  Masters  degree  in 
Library  and  Information  Science  at  the 
University  of  Washington. 
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at  our  interest  group  on  Monday. 

It  was  finally  my  turn.  I took  another  deep 
breath  and  stood  up.  “Hi,  my  name  is  Aimee 
Buchholz  and  I’m  from  North  Seattle  Friends... 
Church.”  Pause.  “Northwest  Yearly  Meeting.” 
Pause.  “EFI. . .”  Silence.  And  then  the  most  amaz- 
ing thing  happened:  the  whole  room  burst  into 
cheers  and  clapping  and  shouts  of  welcome!  I was 
overwhelmed.  My  fears  had  been  silly — of  course 
I was  welcome.  I felt  emboldened  by  the  crowd 
and  continued  with  my  introduction:  “If  I could 
be  anyone,  I would  be  Amelia  Earhart  because 
then  I would  know  where  I was!”  I was  definitely 
part  of  this  crazy  group. 

I found  myself  part  of  another  circle  on  Mon- 
day morning,  a much  smaller  circle.  Another 
friend  and  I from  Northwest  Yearly  Meeting 
joined  the  chant  workshop.  Singing  is  not  some- 
thing I excel  at.  In  fact,  I don’t  usually  sing  unless 
I know  m be  drowned  out  by  others.  However,  I 
knew  this  would  be  an  easy  workshop  to  slip  into 
on  the  days  I was  able  to  and  I had  heard  they 
were  singing Taize  songs,  which  I absolutely  adore. 

But  again,  I wasn’t  sure  what  to  expect.  What 
songs  would  they  sing  other  than  Taize?  Would 
all  the  attendees  of  this  workshop  be  professional 
singers?  “Chant”  sometimes  has  weird  connota- 
tions for  me.  What  was  I getting  myself  into? 

I settled  in  my  chair  in  the  circle,  took  a deep 
breath,  and  relaxed.  Our  leader  started  out  by  say- 
ing the  words  of  a song  once  through  and  then 
singing  the  song  once  through.  As  people  were 
able  they  joined  in.  (It  takes  a strong  leader  to 
lead  a group  with  no  written  words  and  no  mu- 
sic!) The  songs  were  simple  and  we  picked  them 
up  quickly.  Each  song  started  out  simply,  just  the 
basic  tune,  then  slowly  different  singers  would  add 
in  melodies  and  harmonies  and  all  the  fancy  stuff 
that  makes  a song  sound  really,  really  good. 

We  seemed  to  be  a pretty  diverse  group:  men, 
women,  older,  younger,  different  singing  abilities, 
and  of  course  different  faith  experiences.  The 
songs  themselves  were  also  diverse,  referring  to 
Jesus,  Christ,  God,  Goddess,  Ahura  Mazda,  Al- 
lah, Yahweh,  Great  Spirit.  I wasn’t  sure  I was  com- 
fortable with  some  of  the  songs  but  I reahzed  they 
were  truth  for  others  in  the  circle.  I knew  there 
were  songs  that  were  truth  for  me  that  were  awk- 
ward for  others.  I sang  the  awkward  songs  any- 
way out  of  respect  for  others  in  the  group,  and  I 
think  others  did  the  same.  It  was  an  experience  of 
being  excited  about  my  truth  as  it  was  shared  and 
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willing  to  listen  and  participate  as  someone  else’s  truth  was  shared. 

During  one  song  a woman  lay  down  in  the  middle  of  the 
circle  and  wept  and  wept.  It  was  heartbreaking  to  hear.  As  I sang 
on  I prayed  for  her  and  whatever  she  was  going  through.  Later 
she  told  us  that  she  had  felt  compelled  to  go  to  the  center  of  the 
circle  and  receive  the  song.  This  was  profound  to  me.  I don’t  often 
think  about  receiving  the  words  of  a song.  As  a programmed  Friend 
I get  to  sing  songs  all  the  time.  I confess  that  sometimes  I focus 
more  on  the  fun  tune  or  how  good  we  sound  together  than  the 
actual  words  I’m  saying.  I was  challenged  to  pay  more  attention 
to  the  words  and  to  open  myself  to  receiving  them.  I was  reminded 
of  a song  we  sang  when  I was  in  college: 

Tm  coming  back  to  the  heart  of  worship 
And  it’s  all  about  you 
All  about  you  Jesus 

I’m  sorry  Lord  for  the  thing  I’ve  made  it 
When  it’s  all  about  you 
All  about  you  Jesus 

I found  myself  in  other  circles  throughout  the  days  I was  at 
Gathering.  I sat  in  a circle  of  Friends  reminiscing  about  the  World 
Gathering  of  Young  Friends  and  wondering  what  is  next  for  Adult 
Young  Friends.  I joined  a circle  of  Friends  one  night  and  learned 
about  the  movement  of  ‘convergent  Friends,’  Quaker  bloggers, 


“Expanding  Circles,  ’’continued  on  page  20 


s General  Conference 


I he  essence  or 
• Quakciism  is 
. a demand  for 
pietc  integriu 
. in  retaiion  to 
God,  to  other 
people  and  to 
[ounieh«es].” 

I*cu.  Hin$haw 


Sarah  Mapps  Douglass, 
Faithjul  Attender  of 
Quaker  Meeting:  View 

r \ ~ the  Back  Bench 

c by  Margaret  Hope  Bacon; 

/ * i ♦'  i Ninereemh-cehtury  African 
American  scholar,  educator, 

I abolitionist  and  artist,  Sarah 
Douglass  has  much  to  say  to 
Friends  today,  especially 

those  concerned  with  the  lack  of  racial  diversity  in 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

Quaker  Press  of  FGC,  2003, 34  pp.,  paperback  $ 1 0.00 


The  Seed  Cracked  Open: 

Gro  wing  Beyond  Racism 
by  Vanessa  Julye 
Vanessa  Julye  goes  beymnd 
critique  to  present  signifi- 
cant questions  and  addition- 
al resources  as  a ministry  to 
heal  and  to  empower  Friends 
to  “move  ftirther  along  the 
spectrum  of  racism."  % 

Quaker  Press  of  FGC,  2006, 36  pp.,  paperback 


$8.00 
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Some  FGC  Gathering  Highlights 


Above:  planting  a tree  of  peace , and  the  Peace  Pole  (with 
Oregon  Friend  Lucy  Mclver). 

Left:  Pendle  Hill  "alums” gather for fellowship. 

Below  left:  a "group  hug”  with  Pablo  Stanfeld  and  Friends. 

Below  right:  Dorothy  Day  (FWCC  staffer)  helps  make 
orogami  cranes  with  the  children. 


One  of  the  deltghful features  of  the  FGC  Gathering 
is  an  art  exhibit  called  the  "Spiritual  Lemonade 
Gallery,  "sponsored  by  Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the 
Arts  (see  p.  24).  Poets  and  storytellers  as  well  as 
visual  artists  share  their  gifts  at  this  gallery.  The 
piece  on  the  left  was  created  by  Kindred  Gottlieb  and 
was  begun  on  March  25,  2006,  the  day  over  one 
million  people  took  to  the  streets  of  Los  Angeles  in 
three  days  of  protests  and  civil  disobedience  for 
immigrants'  rights.  The  faces  here  represent  "the  face 
of  Los  Angeles  itself— simultaneously  despairing, 
accepting,  and  indignant;  an  impossibly  divided  city, 
yet  the  most  diverse  few  square  miles  in  the  world. " 


Above:  Lynn  Waddington  and 
Margaret  Sorrel  play  the  roles 
of  Quaker  crones. 


Above:  (left  to  right)  Pastor  Don  McKenzie,  Rabbi  Ted  Falcon,  and  Sufi  Jamal  Rahman 
lead  an  interest  group  on  "Interfaith  Peacemaking  in  a Post  9/11  World” , sponsored  by 
Quaker  Universalist  Fellowship 


Interest  group  on  soldiers  who  are  opposed  to  the  Iraq  war  or  have  become  "New  Conscientious  Objectors”  (see  p.  17),  led  by  Chuck  Fager, 
director  of  Quaker  House  (to  far  right).  Pictured  standing  above  is  Suzanne  Swift,  an  Army  Specialist  who  refused  to  return  to  Iraq 
because  of  the  extreme  duress  she  suffered  in  the  form  of  sexual  harassment  at  the  hands  of  three  of  her  commanding  officers.  There  was 
also  a presentation  on  behalf  ofLt.  Ehren  Watada,  who  called  the  Iraq  war  "illegal.  "Both  are  stationed  at  Ft.  Lewis,  not far  from  Pacific 
Lutheran  University,  where  this  year's  FGC  Gathering  took  place. 


A Leading  to 
Guantanamo 


by  Carol  Cruickshank  and  Fred  Adler 
Humboldt  (CA)  Friends  Meeting 


Left  to  right:  Andrea  Armin-Hoiland,  Karin  Salzmann,  Fred  Adler,  Carol 
Cruickshank,  and  Margaret  Thomas  Kelso.  Not  pictured:  Richard  Ricklefs. 


(In  the  summer  of 2006,  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  Friends  approved  a m inute  af- 
firming their  support  of  six  Friends 
fom  Humboldt  Meeting  who  feel  led  to 
provide  witness  and  relief  to  both  pris- 
oners and  military  personnel  at 
Guantanamo  Bay  Prison.  The  follow- 
ing article  does  not  discuss  all  the  details 
regarding  Guantanamo  Bay  Prison  but 
rather  the  nature  of  this  leading  and 
what  has  transpired  so  far. — Editor. ) 

Six  Friends  from  Humboldt 
Friends  Monthly  Meeting  labor  to  be 
faithful  to  a leading  to  provide  wit- 
ness and  relief  to  both  prisoners  and 
military  personnel  at  Guantanamo 
Bay  Prison.  Since  January  of  2005, 
these  Friends  (Karin  Salzmann,  Ri- 
chard Ricklefs,  Margaret  Thomas 
Kelso,  Carol  Cruickshank,  Andrea 
Armin-Hoiland,  and  Fred  Adler) 
have  worshipped  together  and  with 
their  Meeting  to  discern  the  nature 
of  the  leading.  The  leading  is  clear 
and  unremitting:  to  be  inside  the 
prison  to  provide  relief  and  witness  for 
the  prisoners  and  military  personnel. 

The  six  Quakers  are  seasoned 
Friends  and  experienced  adults.  They 
have  been  involved  in  political 
struggles,  professional  careers,  family, 
and  community  life.  They  all  have  had 
moments  of  doubt  about  the  leading. 
Why  a task  so  obviously  improbable? 
On  occasion,  the  six  Friends  fervently 
hoped  this  troublesome  leading  would 
go  away.  It  did  not. 

In  January  of  2005  no  one,  ex- 
cept a few  lawyers  and  the  Interna- 
tional Committee  of  the  Red  Cross 


(ICRC),  had  been  allowed  to  actually 
visit  prisoners.  Even  the  ICRC  was 
not  convinced  it  had  been  given  ac- 
cess to  everyone.  Today,  little  has 
changed;  the  United  Nations  was  de- 
nied visits  to  prisoners,  human  rights 
organizations  are  not  allowed  in,  and 
some  lawyers  have  never  seen  the  cli- 
ents they  represent. 

The  simplicity  of  the  leading  was 
clear,  but  how  to  achieve  it?  Richard 
Ricklefs  advised  from  the  start,  “most 
of  the  work  will  be  done  in  the  si- 
lence.” The  group  has  taken  his  ad- 
vice seriously  and  tries  to  spend  half 
of  its  work- time  together  in  worship, 
however  complex  the  proposed 
agenda,  trusting  that  worship  wiU  help 
reveal  the  direction.  It  is  the  time 
spent  in  worship  that  leaves  the 
Friends  often  refreshed  and  inspired, 
even  after  the  most  cantankerous  or 
painful  discussions.  The  events  at 
Guantanamo  Bay  Prison  are  horrific, 
and  disturbing  to  contemplate.  The 
group  has  found  solace  and  strength, 
and  the  will  to  persevere,  in  worship. 

The  Friends  initially  met  with 
their  Congressional  Representative, 
Mike  Thompson,  who  in  June  2005 
wrote  a letter  of  inquiry  on  their  be- 
half to  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
England  and  Secretary  of  Defense 


Rumsfeld.  That  request  was  turned 
down  in  September  2005.  Since  then, 
members  of  the  group  have  concen- 
trated on  reaching  out  to  Quakers  and 
elected  representatives.  In  2006,  vari- 
ous members  traveled  outside  of 
Humboldt  County  (a  rural  area  in 
Northern  California,  about  300  miles 
north  of  San  Francisco)  to  the  Quaker 
Initiative  to  End  Torture  Conference 
at  Guilford  College,  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting,  Friends  General 
Conference  Gathering,  and  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting. 

In  September,  two  Friends  made 
a first  visit  to  Washington,  DC  and 
met  with  Representative  Holt  (D.NJ) 
and  aides  to  Senators  Feinstein  and 
Boxer,  Representatives  Lee  (D-Ber- 
keley),  Capps  (D-Santa  Barbara)  and 
Mike  Thompson,  requesting  support 
for  their  visit  to  Guantanamo  Bay 
Prison.  The  response  was  more  posi- 
tive than  might  have  been  anticipated. 
With  one  exception,  the  visits  were 
informative  and  respectful.  Initial 
contacts  were  also  made  with  some 
non-governmental  groups.  The  trip 
generated  considerable  follow-up 
work,  much  of  which  remains  to  be 
done  at  the  time  of  this  writing. 

Newspaper  and  journal  articles 
have  been  written  about  the  group  and 
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by  the  group.  A Canadian  filmmaker 
videotaped  a meeting  for  inclusion  in 
his  film,  “Americanos”  (to  be  released 
in  Canada  in  2007).  A sign-on  letter 
of  support  for  the  leading  is  being  cir- 
culated. 

What  has  actually  been  accom- 
plished? Different  members  of  the 
group  vv^ould  respond  to  that  question 
with  disparate  answers.  One  would 
say,  “Nothing,  in  the  face  of  the  enor- 
mity of  the  problem;  we  have  done 
nothing.”  Others  might  say,  “We  can’t 
know  the  effects  of  what  we  have  done 
because  we  do  not  understand  the 
mystery  of  the  leading.”  Another 
might  add,  “If  nothing  else,  we  have 
kept  the  shame  of  the  secret  prisons 
alive  in  our  community  and  given 
voice  to  our  dissent.”  And  finally,  “By 
our  actions  we  tell  our  children  and 
our  colleagues  that  we  will  stand  up 
for  what  is  right  and  not  give  in  to 
our  despair.  Our  children  cannot  live 
without  hope.” 

These  are  six  strong-willed 
Friends,  with  all  the  foibles  and  graces 
that  implies.  The  disciphne  of  wor- 
ship and  Quaker  process  has  been  the 
crucible  for  the  group’s  diversity.  Pa- 
tience, love,  and  tender  listening  have 
been  required  on  everyone’s  part  as  the 
Friends  work  with  their  various  skills 
and  personalities  and  take  on  distinct 
tasks  within  the  group. 

Another  essential  and  sustaining 
element  for  the  group  has  been  their 
Monthly  Meeting,  which  has  cradled 
and  seasoned  the  leading.  Friends 
from  the  Meeting  at  large  frequently 
propose  difficult  and  searching  que- 
ries— often  more  than  once.  And 
while  this  has  sometimes  tried  the 
patience  of  the  group,  it  also  has  given 
rise  to  clarity  and  discernment  that 
has  been  most  supportive  and  wel- 
comed. 

What  has  been  learned  from  all 
this  so  far?  That  the  leading  will  re- 
quire work,  prayer;  more  work,  and 
more  prayer. 


The  group  has  been  fortunate  to 
receive  excellent  advice  from  many, 
including  but  not  limited  to 
Humboldt  Friends:  Suellen  Lowry, 
who  is  both  a lawyer  and  a lobbyist 
and  John  Dixon,  a steady  supporter 
of  the  group;  Jeanne  Herrick-Stare 
and  Bob  Alpern  from  Friends  Com- 
mittee on  National  Legislation; 
Ernest  “Bick”  Bicknell  from  Berkeley 
Meeting,  who  wisely  counseled  Carol 
at  the  start,  “Don’t  be  obnoxious”;  and 
the  many  seasoned  Friends  at  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  and  elsewhere. 

What  help  from  Friends  Bulletin 
readers  does  the  group  need  to  get  into 
Guantanamo  Bay  Prison?  At  the  risk 
of  being  obnoxious,  more  work  and 
more  prayer.  Work  in  the  form  of: 

1.  Requests  to  elected  represen- 
tatives to  meet  with  members  of 
the  group.  (It  was  a Friend  from 
Princeton  (NJ)  Meeting  who  fa- 
cilitated the  only  direct  meeting 


in  Washington  with  an  elected  of- 
ficial.  Representative  Holt. 
Friends  in  Santa  Barbara  arranged 
the  introduction  to  Representa- 
tive Capp’s  office.) 

2.  Minutes  of  Support  from 
Monthly,  Quarterly,  and  Yearly 
Meetings. 

3.  Outreach  to  other  faith  orga- 
nizations. 

4.  Continued  gathering  of  signa- 
tures on  the  sign-on  letter. 

5.  Invitations  to  Fred,  Andrea, 
Carol,  Margaret,  Richard  and/or 
Karin  to  speak  and  worship  with 
your  Meeting.  Help  them  make 
other  contacts  in  your  community 
as  well. 

6.  More  prayer. 

Most  importantly.  Friends  might 
ask  themselves  and  their  Meetings 
how  they  are  led  to  respond  to 
Guantanamo  Bay  Prison.  How  do 
Quakers  make  prayer  visible?  □ 


Los  Angeles  AFSC  Office  Takes  Up  Anti-Torture  Work 


by  Eisha  Mason,  Assistant  Regional  Director,  AFSC,  Southwest  Region 


Following  a year  of  consultation  among  AFSC  staff  and  the  first 
Quaker  Conference  to  End  Torture  in  June,  the  Los  Angeles  office  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  took  up  the  issue  of  US-sponsored 
torture  as  part  of  our  peacebuilding  initiative.  It  is  clear  to  us  that  when  as 
Americans,  we  bend  our  moral  compass  to  rationalize  torture,  we  imperil 
the  very  soul  of  our  nation.  We  become  responsible  for  immeasurable 
human  suffering  and  destruction  of  the  most  fundamental  standards  of 
human  rights. 

In  November,  AFSC  and  its  partners  hosted  a caravan  of  Latin 
American  torture  survivors  on  their  way  to  the  School  of  the  Americas 
Watch  (SOAW)  demonstration  in  Ft.  Benning,  GA.  More  than  20  people 
attended  the  dinner  that  we  hosted  in  our  downtown  offices  for  these 
weary  travelers.  On  the  following  day,  we  co-sponsored  a SOAW  public 
event  with  ceremony,  drama,  talks  and  action,  with  more  than  150  people  in 
attendance.  Friends  from  three  meetings  supported  this  weekend  of  action. 

Now  we  are  working  with  Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility  and 
Program  for  Torture  Victims  to  compel  the  California  Medical  Board  to 
investigate  California  physicians  who  may  be  involved  in  torture  at  places 
like  Guantanamo  Bay  Detention  Facility.  This  makes  torture  a California 
as  well  as  national  issue.  We  invite  your  participation  and  support.  For 
more  information,  contact  me  at  emason@afsc.org  or  call  213-489-1900. 
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Palestinians  Choose  Nonviolence 


BY  Wafa  Shami 

Middle  East  Program  Director,  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Los  Angeles 


As  a teenager  I opened  my  eyes  to 
the  idea  of  nonviolent  resistance 
by  reading  a book  about  Gandhi’s  life. 
I was  so  inspired  by  his  power  of 
change  through  nonviolence. 

Like  many  Palestinian  families, 
my  family  believed  in  and  prayed  for 
peace.  I remember  one  of  our 
family  traditions  during  our 
New  Year’s  celebration.  As  we 
all  sat  around  the  dinner  table, 
both  of  my  parents  took  their 
wedding  bands  off,  and  placed 
them  in  a glass  of  wine.  We 
passed  the  glass  around  the 
table  and  we  all  had  a sip  from 
the  same  glass,  and  then  my 
mother  made  a toast  for  peace, 
and  she  would  say:  “We  hope 
that  this  coming  year  will  bring 
peace  to  our  people  and  the 
entire  world.” 

Every  year  we  prayed  for 
peace;  every  year  we  hoped  for 
peace — Christians  and  Muslims  as 
one  big  Palestinian  family.  We  never 
expected  that  the  years  to  come  would 
make  the  situation  worse,  the  worst 
that  I have  ever  seen  in  my  entire  life. 

The  inhumane  situation  which 
every  Palestinian  lives  under  requires 
tremendous  effort  and  courage  from 
every  person  to  choose  nonviolence 
over  violence.  Especially  in  the  last 
five  years,  the  humiliating  daily  con- 
ditions that  Palestinian  workers, 
school  children,  women,  and  young 
men  go  through  would  force  most 
people  to  resort  to  the  most  violent 
acts.  However,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  Israeli  occupation  has  intensified 
its  policies  of  collective  punishment, 
most  Palestinians  have  chosen  non- 


violence. Merely  by  insisting  on  con- 
tinuing to  exist,  merely  by  pursuing 
their  daily  lives,  most  Palestinians 
have  chosen  nonviolence,  despite  all 
the  attempts  to  eliminate  them  as  a 
people  and  as  a cultural  identity. 

We  as  Palestinians  have  no  choice 


but  nonviolence.  Palestinians  practice 
nonviolence  on  a daily  basis  by  wait- 
ing at  checkpoints,  by  watching  their 
homes  being  demolished,  by  watch- 
ing their  children  being  imprisoned 
or  killed,  and  by  swallowing  their  daily 
humiliation. 

Today,  the  situation  in  Gaza  has 
become  desperate.  The  June  2006  de- 
struction of  the  power  plant  has  ex- 
posed children  to  infectious  diseases. 
More  than  one  million  inhabitants  are 
now  without  regular  access  to  drink- 
ing water  and  proper  refrigeration. 
Basic  health  and  sanitation  are  col- 
lapsing. As  a result  of  the  financial 
sanctions,  families  are  facing  miser- 
able living  conditions.  They  are  with- 
out food,  clean  water,  electricity  or 
money. 


This  is  not  an  earthquake,  not  a 
sunami,  and  not  a hurricane.  This  is 
a human-made  disaster  that  tortures 
people,-women  and  children,-yet  the 
entire  international  community  is 
standing  by. 

My  seven  years  of  Hv- 
ing  in  this  country  have 
been  shocking  and  interest- 
ing. Shocking  because  I 
never  expected  to  witness 
so  much  discrimination 
and  racism — I thought  that 
no  longer  existed  in  US. 
However,  it  was  also  inter- 
esting to  learn  about  oth- 
ers’ culture,  food,  traditions. 
That’s  the  beauty  of  being 
in  a place  with  a multi-cul- 
tural atmosphere;  it  taught 
me  that  people  are  differ- 
ent in  so  many  ways,  but  yet 
the  same  in  many  others.  We  are  all 
part  of  the  same  human  family.  The 
Palestinians  are  also  like  any  other 
people.  They  want  the  same  things 
any  individual  wants  in  this  world:  sta- 
bility, security,  jobs,  safety  for  their 
children,  and  they  want  to  live  in  free- 
dom and  dignity. 

A few  weeks  ago  I celebrated  my 
one  year  anniversary  with  the  AFSC. 
I am  so  honored  to  be  part  of  this  or- 
ganization. My  first  year  was  filled 
with  excitement,  big  challenges  and 
meeting  a great  number  of  people.  In 
this  country  I was  able  to  make  Jew- 
ish friends  and  Israeli  friends,  some- 
thing that  I could  never  do  back  in 
Palestine,  due  to  the  great  barrier  that 
is  called  the  occupation.  But  during 
this  year,  I noticed  that  some  people 
in  the  “peace  and  justice  movement” 


Wafa  Shami  and  Ben  Parke  with  Palestinian  olive  oil  (see p.  13) 
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try  to  distance  themselves  from  the 
Palestine/Israel  conflict. 

I believe  we  have  a crucial  oppor- 
tunity to  truly  work  for  justice  by  join- 
ing together  to  end  the  occupations 
of  both  Palestine  and  Iraq.  These  two 
issues  are  not  separate.  We  must  unify 
the  efforts  to  end  the  American  oc- 
cupation of  Iraq  and  the  Israeli  occu- 
pation of  Palestine.  How  can  we  claim 
to  be  working  for  peace  and  justice, 
and  separate  the  two  struggles?  We 
must  build  a united  effort  against  the 
war,  against «// injustices,  and  against 
all  occupations. 

If  we  want  to  caU  ourselves  peace 
and  justice  workers,  we  should  do  so 
without  hesitation^  with  courage  and 
with  unity.  Anyone  who  is  too  in- 
timidated to  speak  truth  to  power  for 
fear  of  being  criticized  or  offending  a 
friend  who  does  not  see  the  injustice. 


should  step  out  of  the  peace  and  jus- 
tice efforts,  and  let  others  who  have 
the  courage  speak  out! 

For  me  it’s  an  unbalanced  equa- 
tion, the  risk  of  offending  a friend 
versus  calling  attention  to  massacres 
committed  against  a people,  or  of- 
fending a friend  versus  allowing  an 
entire  nation  to  starve.  I’m  not  ask- 
ing you  to  be  pro-Israel,  I’m  not  ask- 
ing you  to  be  pro-Palestine,  I’m  ask- 
ing you  to  be  pro  justice.  It  is  our  duty 
as  members  of  the  human  family  to 
find  justice  within  ourselves,  and  to 
fight  for  those  who  are  seeking  it. 
People  in  Palestine  are  in  a state  of 
emergency.  There  is  no  time  to  wait. 
We  must  act  now! 

Please  see  the  AFSC  website 
www.mepeacela.org,  or  contact  me  at 
wshami@afsc.org  or  213-489-1900, 
ext.  118  for  ways  to  get  involved. 


About  the  author:  Born  and  raised 
in  Palestine,  Wafa  Shami  brings  a great 
passion  to  work  for  peace  in  the  Middle 
East,  along  with  a wealth  of  personal, 
educational  and  employment  experiences. 
She  received  her  B.A.  in  English  Edu- 
cation while  working  full  time  with 
United  Nations  Works  and  Relief 
Agency  for  Palestine  refugees  in  Jerusa- 
lem for  eight  years.  Wafa  moved  to  the 
US  in  1999  to  pursue  a Masters  in  In- 
ternational Studies  with  a minor  in 
Public  Administration  from  North 
Carolina  State  University.  While  there 
she  worked  with  the  local  American  Red 
Cross  and  Habitat  for  Humanity  in 
Raleigh,  NC  and  maintained  her  en- 
gagement in  Middle  East  issues  as  an  ac- 
tive volunteer  with  a local  grassroots  or- 
ganization. She  currently  directs  the 
AFSC  Middle  East  Peace  Education 
Program  in  the  Los  Angeles  area,  and 
would  be  happy  to  speak  about  the 
Middle  East  to  Friends  Meetings. 


Uncertain  Journey  to  Israel/Palestine 


by  Wafa  Shami 

Middle  East  Program  Director,  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  Los  Angeles 


As  fun  as  travehng  can  be,  if  you 
are  a Palestinian  you  learn  to  ex- 
pect at  least  as  much  stress  as  fun. 
Every  time  I travel  internationally 
with  my  Palestinian  passport,  I hold 
my  breath  not  knowing  what  to  ex- 
pect. My  trip  to  the  West  Bank  was 
scheduled  July  13,  2006 — just  a day 
after  the  war  between  Israel  and  Leba- 
non started.  As  I was  approaching  the 
airport  watching  and  hearing  the  news 
of  the  escalating  conflict  in  the 
Middle  East,  my  emotions  were 
mixed  with  fear,  tension,  and  excite- 
ment. My  only  concern  was  to  make 
it  to  Ramallah  safe  and  in  one  piece.  I 
knew  that  there  might  be  some  ob- 
stacles getting  to  Jordan  or  crossing 
its  border  with  the  West  Bank,  but  I 
did  not  expect  that  the  authorities  at 
Los  Angeles  International  Airport 
would  try  to  prevent  me  from  leaving 
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the  US  to  Jordan. 

Yes,  I was  held  at  LAX  Airport 
for  more  than  two  hours  before  my 
airplane  took  off,  ostensibly  because  I 
didn’t  have  any  documents  allowing 
me  to  enter  Jordan.  Palestinians  trav- 
eling with  a Palestinian  passport  nor- 
mally enter  Jordan  without  any  other 
documents,  such  as  a visa,  but  the  staff 
at  Lufthansa — the  German  airline 
that  I was  flying  on — were  assuring 
me  that  there  were  some  new  regula- 
tions in  which  Jordan  was  requiring 
Palestinians  to  have  additional  docu- 
ments. (OK,  I understand  Israel  is  not 
allowing  us  to  enter  through  the  air- 
port, but  now  Jordan  is  not  allowing 
us  to  enter  from  their  borders!) 

I was  in  total  shock  and  despair, 
confused,  and  couldn’t  believe  what 
was  happening.  After  I cried  and 
begged  the  flight  staff  to  do  anything 


they  could  to  let  me  get  on  the  plane, 
they  finally  tried  to  call  the  Jordanian 
Embassy.  All  of  the  staff  there  had  left 
for  the  day,  however,  so  they  next  tried 
to  call  Amman.  By  that  time,  I had 
simply  lost  all  hope  of  leaving  LA.  I 
had  my  luggage  next  to  me  and  ready 
to  go  back  to  Pasadena.  Finally,  after 
two  hours  of  waiting — and  20  min- 
utes before  my  plane’s  scheduled  de- 
parture— the  Lufthansa  staff  came  to 
tell  me  that  they  had  gotten  the  OK 
from  Amman  and  that  I could  leave. 

This  was  my  first  visit  to  the  West 
Bank  since  I started  working  with 
AFSC,  the  last  time  being  December, 
2004.  Every  time  I visit  there  are  new 
rules,  new  checkpoints,  and  different 
roads  that  Palestinians  are  allowed  and 
not  allowed  to  use. 

As  a Palestinian  who  was  born 
and  grew  up  under  the  occupation, 
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one  might  think  that  I’m  used  to  all 
of  the  roadblocks  and  checkpoints. 
However,  every  time  I visit  it  feels  like 
I’m  going  through  a new  experience, 
and  no  matter  how  well  I try  to  describe 
the  frustration  and  the 
suffering  under  the  re- 
striction of  movement, 
you  can’t  get  a clear  idea 
of  how  difficult  it  is  un- 
less you  go  through  the 
experience  yourself 

In  my  first  week  in 
the  West  Bank  I con- 
tacted Kathy  and  Paul, 

AFSC’s  Quaker  Inter- 
national Affairs  Repre- 
sentatives, who  were  or- 
ganizing a nonviolence 
summer  camp  for  youth 
in  Bethlehem.  Kathy 
and  Paul  were  planning 
to  take  the  youth  on  a 
trip  to  Hebron,  a place  I 
had  never  been  before.  From  Ram- 
allah,  where  I was  located,  the  trip 
would  normally  take  about  an  hour. 
But  due  to  closures  and  checkpoints, 
a Palestinian’s  journey  is  filled  with 
uncertainty. 

The  group  planned  to  leave  early 
one  morning  from  Bethlehem.  Since 
I was  coming  from  Ramallah,  and 
therefore  couldn’t  guarantee  that  I 
could  be  there  on  time,  I had  to  leave 
for  Bethlehem  the  night  before  in  or- 
der to  join  the  group  the  next  morn- 
ing. You  just  never  know  how  long 
you’ll  be  standing  at  a checkpoint — it 
varies  from  five  minutes  to  five 
hours. . . you  just  never  know! 

Hebron  is  a magnet  for  trouble  on 
the  West  Bank:  a city  of  about 
140,000  Palestinians  and  about  400 
of  the  most  extreme  Israeli  settlers 
protected  by  about  2,000  Israeli  sol- 
diers. We  walked  through  the  Old 
City  of  Hebron.  Most  of  the  stores 
were  closed,  as  the  Palestinian  local 
residents  have  had  to  take  their  busi- 
ness elsewhere  due  to  daily  harass- 
ment by  the  settlers.  You  can  see  all 
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the  entrances  to  the  Old  City  closed 
by  orders  from  Israeli  authorities. 
There  are  cameras  and  checkpoints  at 
each  corner.  Such  a beautiful  place 
turned  into  a ghost  town. 


The  most  unique  place  in  Hebron 
is  Al-Ibrahimi  Mosque,  where  the 
tombs  of  Abraham  and  Sarah,  Isaac 
and  Rebecca  and  Jacob  and  Leah  lie. 
The  mosque  is  believed  to  have  been 
built  more  than  a thousand  years  ago. 
In  order  to  get  there  we  had  to  pass 
through  several  security  doors  and 
about  three  metal  detectors.  The 
mosque  is  unique  for  its  architecture 
and  history.  However,  nowadays  resi- 
dents of  Hebron  avoid  going  there  to 
avoid  being  held  back  at  the  entrance 
for  hours  by  Israeli  soldiers. 

On  my  way  back  to  Ramallah,  the 
checkpoint  was  closed  and  I was  wait- 
ing with  hundreds  of  other  cars  and  in- 
dividuals for  more  than  two  hours. This 
checkpoint  is  called  Wadi  Ennar,  which 
in  Arabic  means  “Valley  of  Fire,”  refer- 
ring to  its  nature — it’s  a very  narrow  road 
that  goes  through  the  high  hiUs.  It’s  very 
risky  and  dangerous.  This  road  is  the 
only  road  that  is  available  to  Palestin- 
ians to  connect  the  northern  and  south- 
ern parts  of  the  West  Bank.  Yet  this  per- 
manent Israeli  checkpoint  that  was  re- 
cently placed  prevents  Palestinians  firom 


passing  the  road  freely. 

Meeting  AFSC  staff  in  Ramallah 
for  the  first  time  was  interesting  and 
exciting.  I learned  more  about  their 
work  with  Palestinian  youth,  and  I 
also  provided  them 
with  a better  idea  of 
what  we  do  here  in  the 
US.  I was  very  im- 
pressed with  the 
“Popular  Achieve- 
ment” youth  project. 
Its  model  focuses  on 
inviting  young  people 
to  become  active  citi- 
zens in  their  society.  It 
teaches  and/or  en- 
hances skills  the  youth 
need  to  be  able  to  fully 
contribute  to  the  im- 
provement and  preser- 
vation of  their  commu- 
nities, as  well  as  to  the 
society  as  a whole. 

AFSC  Youth  Programs 
IN  Palestine 

Each  project  group  consists  of  10- 
12  individuals  who  are  14-17  years  of 
age.  Depending  on  the  social  and  cul- 
tural environment,  the  groups  are  ei- 
ther all  male,  all  female,  or  mixed. 
Each  group  is  coordinated  by  one  or 
two  coUege-aged  coaches.  The  par- 
ticipants identify  an  issue  they  want 
to  work  with  a period  of  eight  months. 
Then  they  design,  implement,  and 
evaluate  the  project — finally  present- 
ing it  at  a festival  that  brings  together 
all  of  the  participants  from  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza. 

I visited  with  some  of  the  Popu- 
lar Achievement  groups  in  Jenin  and 
attended  some  of  their  meetings. 
When  talking  to  some  of  the  partici- 
pants (ages  13-15)  and  asking  them 
what  they  would  like  to  see  happen- 
ing in  their  future,  their  answer  was: 
“We  would  like  to  have  a better  fife 
in  the  sense  that  we  can  have  more 
freedom  to  move  from  one  place  to 
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Members  of  an  AFSC  youth  group  in  Jenin.  AFSC  Los  Angeles’ 
Middle  East  Program  Coordinator  Wafa  Shami  is  second from  right. 


another.”  Zeina,  who  is  14,  said  that 
one  time  when  her  group  was  trying 
to  visit  with  other  participants  in 
Ramallah,  the  trip  took  about  8 hours. 
(It  usually  takes  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  to  get  from  Jenin  to  Ramallah.) 
After  passing  12  checkpoints,  her 
group  was  turned  back  at  the  13th. 
They  were  very  disap- 
pointed. 

The  Jenin  group  ex- 
pressed their  excitement 
and  gratitude  to  the  Popu- 
lar Achievement  project 
and  the  way  in  which  it 
changed  their  lives.  They 
said  it  gave  their  life  mean- 
ing— a feeling  that  they  are 
productive,  and  can  give 
back  to  their  community. 

One  of  their  achievements 
was  visiting  an  orphanage 
and  raising  funds  to  sup- 
port it  and  others  like  it. 

The  participants  learned  about  sev- 
eral different  skills  and  concepts 
throughout  their  eight  month  in- 
volvement in  the  project,  such  as  lead- 
ership, civil  rights,  nonviolence,  free- 
dom, and  democracy. 

Throughout  my  visit,  one  thought 
was  in  the  back  of  my  mind:  “Is  it  go- 
ing to  be  possible  to  visit  Jerusalem?” 
All  of  us  who  grew  up  in  Palestine, 
we  have  this  strong  connection  with 
Jerusalem.  I don’t  think  it’s  exclusively 
a religious  connection,  but  a strong 
cultural  and  historical  one.  I have  no 
way  of  explaining  it,  but  for  Palestin- 
ians who  live  abroad,  we  all  feel  that’s 
the  place  we  need  to  visit  while  at 
home  because  we  never  know  when 
we’ll  get  the  chance  to  come  back.  All 
of  my  family  members  and  friends 
advised  me  not  even  to  try  to  sneak 
in.  They  said  I would  be  humiliated  if 
I got  arrested  by  trying  to  do  that. 
Imagine  my  crime — going  to  pray  in 
the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

I followed  everyone’s  advice  and 
went  to  the  Israeli  Administration 


office  (Beit  Eil)  to  apply  for  a permit. 
In  order  to  apply  for  one,  you  normally 
need  to  have  an  urgent  purpose  and 
some  kind  of  supporting  evidence.  For 
instance,  if  you  needed  to  go  to  a hos- 
pital, your  application  would  include 
your  doctor’s  name,  address,  etc.  The 
reason  I gave  was  that  I just  want  to 


Participants  in  AFSC’s  youth  program 
in  the  West  Bank  city  of  Jenin  construct- 
ing a model  for  a traffic  circle.  Their 
group  developed  a plan  for  city  beautifi- 
cation and  the  organization  of  Jenin’s 
many  nameless  streets.  Photo:  Wafa 
Shami. 


visit  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  After  stand- 
ing in  line  under  the  heat  (85°  F)  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  for  about  an 
hour,  I finally  managed  to  get  into  the 
office.  After  passing  through  metal 
detectors  and  several  doors,  I took  a 
number  and  waited  in  a second  line. 
Upon  reaching  the  counter,  I handed 
my  application  to  a female 
Israeli  soldier.  She  imme- 
diately said  “No.”  I asked 
“Why?”  She  said  “Clo- 
sure.” That’s  it.  You  can’t 
say  anymore;  you  can’t  ar- 
gue. So  I left,  very  disap- 
pointed. And  in  the  back 
of  my  head  I couldn’t  stop 
thinking  about  the  fact  that 
I made  it  home  and  yet  I 
couldn’t  enter  Jemsalem! 

That’s  our  life — life 
for  us  Palestinians. . .a  na- 
tion without  a state,  a na- 
tion under  closure,  a na- 
tion in  which  the  checkpoint  is  our 
nightmare.  A nation  imprisoned  and 
under  the  mercy  of  an  Israeli  soldier. 
Living  with  a big  monster  called  the 
occupation.  And  the  struggle  contin- 


ues. 


Blessings. 


Olive  O'l  r reject 

How  would  you  like  to  help  bring  peace  and  justice  to 
the  Middle  East,  support  fair  trade  practices,  eat  healthy 
and  delicious  food,  and  socialize  with  friends  and  neigh- 
bors all  in  one  fell  swoop? 

The  Middle  East  Program  at  AFSC  Los  Angeles  is 
offering  resources  to  individuals  and  groups  to  plan  olive 
oil  gatherings  where  guests  can  sample  and  obtain 
Palestinian  olive  oil,  hear  stories  of  olive  harvesting,  and 
learn  about  the  situation  of  Palestinian  farmers  and  the  solidarity  efforts  of 
Israeli  and  international  peace  groups. 

The  olive  oil  gatherings  are  part  of  Ziyarat  az  Zeitoun  (“Visiting  the 
Olives”),  an  educational  and  advocacy  project  that  highlights  Palestinian 
culture  and  current  political  realities  on  the  ground  in  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza  Strip,  where  Palestinian  farmers  face  the  loss  of  access  to  their  land 
and  the  uprooting  of  their  trees  due  to  the  occupation. 

For  more  info,  please  see  the  AFSC  website  www.mepeacela.org  or 
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by  Nancy  Yarnall 
FWCC  Western  Field  Staff 

Please  mark  your  calendar  for  the 
next  FWCC  NorAwest  Regional  Gath- 
ering to  be  held  March  2-3,  2007,  at 
Reedwood  Friends  Church,  Portland, 
Oregon.  (If  you  don’t  have  a 2007  cal- 
endar yet,  make  a note  at  the  end  of  your 
2006  calendar!) 

Friends  in  the  Portland  area  will 
take  care  of  logistics  such  as  transporta- 
tion, food,  and  lodging.  Friends  in  the 
Seattle  area  will  plan  the  program.  If 
you’d  like  to  help  please  let  me  know.  If 
you’re  not  from  the  Northwest  and 
would  like  to  come,  we’ll  find  housing 
for  you. 

Beyond  the  Monthly  Meeting/ 
Churches 

The  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  in  Portland,  OR,  hosted 
“Building  Bridges  for  Peace  Among 
Friends”  on  Saturday,  November  18. 
Friends  took  part  in  an  African  dinner 
and  a panel  presentation  on  “Quaker 
Peacemaking:  Three  Perspectives.” 

Evangelical  Friends  Church  South- 
west will  meet  in  three  places  in  2007. 
The  Southern  California  Conference 
will  be  January  26-27, 2007,  at  Canyon 
Hills  Friends  Church  and  will  include 
Representative  Sessions  on  Friday.  The 
Northern  California  Conference  will  be 
February  9-10  in  Paso  Robles,  CA.  The 
Arizona  Conference  will  be  February 
23-24  in  the  Phoenix,  AZ  area. 

The  Friends  Committee  on  Wash- 
ington Public  Policy  is  seeking  a Friend 
to  serve  as  lobbyist.  For  information 
email  fcwpp@quaker.org. 

George  Fox  University  (Newberg, 
OR)  President  David  Brandt  has  an- 
nounced that  he  will  retire  June  30, 2007. 

The  George  Fox  University  John 
Woolman  Forum,  sponsored  by  the 
Center  for  Peace  and  Justice,  was  held 
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November  6-7  with  the  theme,  “Called 
to  Peacemaking.”  The  speaker,  Chip 
Zimmer,  Director  of  International  Min- 
istries for  Peacemaker  Ministries,  was 
presented  with  the  John  Woolman 
Peacemaking  Award  for  2006. 

IMYM  (Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting)  Friends  are  being  asked  to 
consider  queries:  (1)  How  does  your 
Meeting  respond  to  the  requests  that 
IMYM  explore  affiliation  with  Friends 
General  Conference?  (2)  (W)hat  is  your 
Monthly  Meeting’s  response  to  the  spiri- 
tual issues  concerning  Immigration,  Mi- 
grant and  Border  Concerns?  (3)  How 
does  your  Meeting  respond  to  the  re- 
quest that  IMYM  affiliate  with  Quaker 
Earthcare  Witness? 

Northwest  Yearly  Meeting  has 
published  the  names  of  new  members  of 
newly  organized  Boards. 

Portland,  Oregon  area  Friends  had 
the  opportunity  to  hear  Patrick  Nugent, 
an  American  Friend  who  works  among 
Friends  in  Kenya.  Patrick  Nugent  spoke 
at  Multnomah  Meeting,  November  29, 
7:00  p.m. 

Twin  Rocks  Friends  Camp  (North- 
west Yearly  Meeting)  held  a Celebration 
of  Ministry  Dinner  attended  by  over  900 
Friends  at  the  Evergreen  Aviation  Mu- 
seum “under  the  wings  of  the  Spruce 
Goose.”  Friends  learned  the  history  of 
the  camp  which  began  over  80  years  ago, 
and  also  heard  of  plans  for  the  future. 
The  Camp  hopes  to  raise  $1,000,000 
over  the  next  three  years. 

Utah  Friends  Fellowship  will  meet 
January  12-14,  2007  in  Logan,  UT. 

Western  Young  Friends  New  Year’s 
Gathering  will  be  December  28-Janu- 
ary  2 at  Camp  Myrtlewood,  Myrtle 
Point,  OR.  http://nyg.phoenixflight.net 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 
(Oregon  6c  Idaho)  will  be  May  4-6, 2007 
at  Sky  Camp,  in  the  Cascade  foothills, 
east  of  Eugene,  OR. 

News  of  Friends  Churches  and 
Monthly  Meetings 

First  Friends,  Whittier  (CA) 
USFW  (United  Society  of  Friends 
Women)  hosted  four  guests  who  brought 
information  about  local  ministries  which 
the  Society  and  First  Friends  help  sup- 


port. 

Victoria  Monthly  Meeting  (BC) 
Friends  from  throughout  Vancouver  Is- 
land met  Sept.  23-24.  They  experienced 
the  theme,  “Towards  Community,”  in 
worship-sharing  groups,  interest  groups, 
and  community  worship  experiences. 

Vashon  Friends  (WA)  took  the 
ferry  to  Tacoma  to  Worship  and  Potluck 
with  Tacoma  Meeting. 

Volunteers  from  Vancouver  First 
Friends  (WA)  worked  225  hours  one 
week  at  a shelter  for  homeless  men. 

University  Meeting  (Seattle,  WA) 
held  a Meeting  for  Worship  for  Busi- 
ness that  focused  on  one  subject:  their 
relationship  with  the  homeless  people 
among  them.  Friends  considered  what 
to  do  about  the  homeless  people  en- 
campment on  their  grounds.  While  rec- 
ognizing those  people’s  needs,  the  Meet- 
ing decided  they  needed  to  close  the 
camp  because  of  concerns  for  others  in 
the  community,  including  a preschool. 

Tempe  Meeting  (AZ)  Friends  will 
meet  in  groups  of  about  eight  (“Friendly 
Eights”)  in  different  homes  for  good 
food  and  engaging  conversation. 

Tacoma  Meeting  (WA)  is  in  the 
process  of  certifying  the  Peace  Garden 
on  its  grounds  as  a wildlife  habitat. 

The  South  Seattle  Preparative 
Meeting  (Seattle,  WA)  is  asking,  “How 
does  one  transition  from  childhood  to 
adulthood  in  meeting  and  become  a vol- 
unteer and  participant?” 

The  Shelton  Worship  Group  (WA) 
is  taking  a hiatus  and  is  not  currendy 
meeting. 

Santa  Fe  Friends  (NM)  are  partici- 
pating in  a series  of  discussions  on  the 
Book  of  Genesis. 

Santa  Barbara  Friends  (CA)  held 
an  Alternatives  to  Violence  Workshop 
in  their  new  Meeting  House,  Novem- 
ber 17-19.  The  workshop  emphasizes 
conflict  resolution  techniques,  commu- 
nication skills,  and  community  building. 

Sandpoint  Friends  (ID)  will  listen 
to  a presentation,  “Jesus  as  I see  Him,” 
from  the  Gospels. 

San  Jose  Meeting  (CA)  has  a Clerk’s 
Committee  consisting  of  four  Commit- 
tee Clerks  who  take  turns  clerking  Meet- 
ing for  Business. 

The  Homeless  Committee  of  San 
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Jose  Meeting  (CA)  reports  that  their 
current  shed  guest  has  been  experienc- 
ing some  health  issues  but  is  feeling  op- 
timistic about  the  outcome  and  about  his 
ability  to  find  his  next  home. 

Sacramento  Meeting  (CA)  has 
added  the  position  of  “Contact  Informa- 
tion Clerk”  to  its  Meeting  positions.  This 
Friend  “manages  Friends’  contact  infor- 
mation, in  coordination  with  newsletter 
editor  and  overseen  by  Fellowship  and 
Hospitality  Committee.” 

Reedwood  Friends  (Portland,  OR) 
have  embarked  on  Family  Adventures. 
They  visited  the  Ape  Caves  near  Cou- 
gar, WA,  walking  1.5  miles  underground 
following  an  incredible  lava  tube.  They 
then  went  to  Silver  Creek,  OR  with  um- 
brellas to  walk  behind  waterfalls. 

Pima  Friends  (Tucson,  AZ)  agreed 
that  new  members  would  be  introduced 
at  the  Meeting  for  Business  where  that 
member  is  being  approved  for  member- 
ship. 

Tom  Vasiliow,  Pastor  of  Phoenix 
Friends  Church  (AZ),  and  Friends  in 
the  Phoenix  area  have  embarked  upon  a 
house-church  planting  mission  in  the 
Phoenix  area,  a house-church  network. 

Phoenix  Meeting  (AZ)  has  ac- 
cepted the  gift  of  an  Andrew  Wyeth 
painting,  “The  Quaker,”  which  will  be 
hung  in  their  new  library. 

First  Day  School  Committee  of 
Palo  Alto  Meeting  (CA)  shared  their 
program  cycle:  First  week,  story;  sec- 
ond week,  community;  third  week, 
food  service  for  the  homeless;  fourth 
week,  community  (reprise);  fifth  first 
day,  semi-programmed  family  meeting 
for  worship. 

Olympia  Meeting  (WA)  has 
asked  each  committee  to  select  a con- 
tact person  to  serve  as  a liaison  to  the 
meeting’s  Nominating  Committee. 

Newberg  Friends  Church  (OR) 
wants  to  invite  the  church  and  the 
community  to  stop,  reflect,  and  expe- 
rience God  this  Christmas.  Friends  are 
encouraged  to  set  up  “worship  stations” 
to  help  others  encounter  God  in  the 
Christmas  story,  using  a variety  of  the 
senses. 

North  Valley  Friends  Church 
(Newberg,  OR)  will  hold  a five-week 
class,  “Sensuous  Spirituality,”  led  by 
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Arthur  O.  Roberts.  On  Wednesday 
evenings  Friends  will  focus  on  how 
seeing,  hearing,  smelling,  tasting  and 
touching  can  rightly  serve  as  God’s 
messengers. 

Multnomah  Friends  (Portland, 
OR)  held  a “Seasons  of  Peace”  Sale  on 
Saturday,  December  3 to  raise  money 
for  the  building  remodel  project. 
Friends  will  donate  treasures  and  tal- 
ent. 

Mountain  View  Friends  (Denver, 
CO)  were  asked  by  the  clerk  to  observe 
good  order  at  business  meeting. 
Friends  were  reminded  to  speak  their 
names,  allow  sufficient  silence  between 
speakers,  and  to  be  discerning  about 
the  use  of  humor. 

Grass  Valley  Meeting  (Nevada 
City,  CA)  is  considering  the  special 
time  set  aside  after  Meeting  for  Wor- 
ship. If  the  message  didn’t  rise,  why  ask 
for  more?  Should  joys  and  concerns  be 
shared?  Does  this  time  degrade  Meet- 
ing for  Worship?  Is  it  the  richest  part 
of  the  morning?  The  discussion  will 
continue. 

The  church  office  of  Glendora 
Friends  Church  (CA)  now  has  high 
speed  cable  internet  service. 

Fresno  Meeting  (CA)  is  involved 
in  a sleeping  bag  project. 

Freedom  Friends  Church(Salem, 
OR)  recently  moved  into  a larger 
building  and  now  not  only  has  room 
for  the  growing  congregation  but  for 
visitors.  Directions  can  be  found  at 
Freedomfriends.org.  The  meeting 
space  is  fully  accessible,  and  features  a 
neon  “OPEN”  sign  at  the  front  door! 

Eugene  Meeting  (WA)  Oversight 
Committee  is  looking  for  Friends  will- 
ing to  worship  with  others  in  their  homes 
who  cannot  attend  regular  First  Day 
Meeting  for  Worship. 

Eastside  Meeting  (Bellevue,  WA) 
has  approved  an  Ad  Hoc  Building  Re- 
model Fundraising  Committee. 

Durango  Meeting  (CO)  held  an 
Eat  Well  and  Do  Good  Granola  Brunch 
to  raise  money  for  water  jugs  for  villag- 
ers in  northern  Thailand. 

Fifteen  Durango  Friends  (CO) 
went  on  a day-long  retreat  to  consider 
Spiritual  Renewal  through  Silence.  Gail 
Taylor  of  Albuquerque  Meeting  led  ses- 


sions on  using  the  senses  to  center;  pre- 
paring minds  and  bodies  for  worship; 
what  happens  in  Friends  Meeting,  and 
defining  when  is  a meeting  gathered. 

Corvallis  Meeting  (OR)  will  hold 
a Threshing  Session  to  address  how 
meeting  endorses  events  or  causes. 

Chena  Ridge  Meeting  (Fairbanks, 
AK)  has  added  an  additional  time  for 
Meeting  for  Worship,  8:30  a.m.,  on  a 
trial  basis. 

Late  arriving  Friends  at  Boulder 
Meeting  (CO)  will  be  seated  in  the  foyer 
for  quiet  reflection  in  preparation  for  en- 
tering the  meeting  room  as  directed  by 
Friends-at-the-door.  Those  who  need  to 
converse  at  this  time  will  be  directed  to 
the  Fellowship  Room. 

Boise  Valley  Friends  Church  (ID) 
High  School  Youth  had  a leaf-raking 
service  project  on  November  19,  follow- 
ing the  Church’s  Thanksgiving  meal. 

The  Environment  Committee  of 
Berkeley  Meeting  (CA)  surveyed  meet- 
ing attenders  on  how  they  came  to  meet- 
ing, noting  the  percentages  who  walked, 
bicycled,  took  public  transportation, 
carpooled,  or  drove  alone. 

The  Quaker  Heritage  Day  2007  at 
Berkeley  Friends  Church  (CA)  will  be 
Saturday,  March  3 with  Guest  Speaker; 
Brian  Drayton  from  New  England 
Yearly  Meeting. 

Bellingham  Friends  (WA)  have  a 
commitment  to  use  cloth  napkins  in- 
stead of  paper.  A Hospitality  Commit- 
tee member  will  take  the  napkins  home 
to  launder. 

Albuquerque  Meeting  (NM)  will 
be  listed  twice  in  the  city  phone  direc- 
tory— under  Friends  Meeting  and 
Quaker  Meeting. 

FWCC  Website 

Look  at  www.fwccamericas.org  for 
information  about  the  Section  of  the 
Americas. 

Would  you  like  to  learn  about  Friends 
from  throughout  the  western  hemisphere? 
We  have  a Section  of  the  Americans  Elec- 
tronic Newsletter  for  you.  Please  contact 
americas@fwccamericas.org  to  be  put  on 
the  list.  (And  if  you’d  like  to  receive  our 
postal  mail  Newsletter  as  well,  indicate  that 
also.) 
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Communion  and 
Sacraments  and 
Friends 

by  Jochen  Strack 

Orange  Grove  Meeting,  Pasadena,  CA 

I have  been  wondering  how  Quak- 
ers of  the  unprogrammed  tradition  find 
comfort  and  forgiveness  in  their  faith. 
What  does  a Quaker  of  the  unpro- 
grammed tradition  do  in  order  to  cope 
with  his  or  her  fallibility?  In  other 
words,  what  do  we  do  when  we  make 
mistakes,  when  we  hurt  ourselves  or 
others,  or  cannot  live  up  to  our  goals, 
such  as  living  by  our  testimonies,  de- 
spite our  best  intentions?  When  we 


don’t  have  a ritual  because  of  our  rather 
ambitious  aspiration  that  all  our  actions 
shall  be  sacraments. 

In  mainline  Protestant  churches, 
the  sacrament  of  communion  is  really 
about  just  that:  First,  the  congregants 
and  pastor  acknowledge  their  human 
fallibility.  Then,  bread  and  wine  are 
served  as  a symbol  that  they  are  for- 
given. (It  is  unfortunate  that  this  simple 
yet  beautiful  meaning  of  communion 
has  been  overshadowed.) 

With  regards  to  the  timing  of  for- 
giveness, Protestant  theology  suggests 
that  people  are  not  forgiven  by  actually 
participating  in  communion  (unlike  the 
act  of  confession  and  absolution  in  Ro- 
man Catholicism),  but  have  in  fact  been 
forgiven  all  along.  Some  believe  hu- 
mans have  been  forgiven  ever  since  cre- 
ation, others  believe  through  Jesus’  pas- 
sion, though  his  passion  may  have  been 
more  about  reconciliation  than  forgiv- 
ing. 

And  we  Quakers?  Are  we  left 
alone? 


I am  thinking  of  two  Quaker  con- 
cepts: All  action  shall  come  out  and 
actually  be  worship,  and  that  there  is 
that  of  God  in  everyone. 

Forgiving  can  be  considered  an  act 
of  worship.  Condemnation,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  not  an  act  of  worship.  Thus, 
Quakers  of  the  unprogrammed  tradition 
may  find  comfort  and  forgiveness  by  prac- 
ticing their  faith,  that  is,  refrain  from  con- 
demning themselves.  (I  hope  I wiU  re- 
member that  next  time  around.) 

If  we  also  believe  that  there  is  that  of 
God  in  everyone,  we  may  find  comfort 
in  the  face  of  our  human  fallibility  by  re- 
membering that  God  is  with  us,  indeed 
within  us.  God  is  part  of  us  and,  to  some 
degree,  we  are  part  of  God.  Through  ac- 
tively pursuing  a cognizant  relationship 
with  God,  reconciliation  happens. 

Sounds  easy  yet  hard  to  do?  Admit- 
tedly, symbols  such  as  bread  and  wine  are 
helpful.  But  then  again,  our  Quaker  faith 
calls  us  to  a lived  relationship  with  God, 
and  experiencing  this  relationship  is  a 
most  profound  joy.  □ 


T HE  Spiritual  Wisdom  of  “Honestly  Not  Knowing” 


by  Paul  Markle, 

Pima  (AZ)  Meeting 
and  Krishna  Seshan, 

San  Jose  (CA),  Meeting 

“What  we  can  say  about  knowing 
God  is — ^we  don’t  know”? 

The  “Empty  Mind” — the  “Begin- 
ners Mind”,  the  mind  free  of  prejudice 
and  pre-conception — are  well 
grounded  and  mature  concepts  in  Bud- 
dhism and  other  Eastern  religious- 
philosophical  thinking.  In  this  essay  we 
pose  a number  of  queries  which  have 
come  to  us  as  we  have  seasoned  these 
ideas  for  the  last  4-5  years.  We  respect- 
fully share  these  with  a view  to  further 
discussion  among  interested  friends  and 
Friends. 

Background 

The  sense  of  “Not  Knowing”  is 
acknowledging  that  a deep  under- 
standing must  come  from  the  intui- 
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tive  mind  and  must  include  that  mys- 
tical dimension.  In  the  East  they  call 
this  the  “heart-mind.”  It  is  grounded 
in  Love,  Respect,  and  Grateful  Hu- 
mility. It  is  without  preconception  and 
prejudice.  We  find  these  ideas  both 
in  Western  and  Eastern  mysticism. 

So,  is  there  a spiritual  dimension 
arising  from  ultimately  “not-know- 
ing”?  Does  our  craving  for  defining 
the  mystery  make  us  fall  into  traps  of 
narrow  definitions?  Ultimately  lead  us 
away  from  a true  universalism? 

With  these  thoughts,  feelings  and 
insights,  we  respectfully  offer  these 
Queries. 

Queries 

1.  How  do  we  approach  the  Ulti- 
mate Spiritual  Dimension  ofhfe/exist- 
ence?  Is  it  with  an  “open-mind,”  a 
“humble-mind” — without  prejudice 
and  pre-conception,  respecting  diver- 
sity, not  locked  into  a narrow  view? 


2.  Do  we  appreciate  one  of  the  im- 
portant lessons  of  modern  science, 
namely,  that  the  more  we  know,  the 
more  we  realize  how  much  we  don’t 
know? 

3.  Is  it  wisdom  to  keep  an  honest 
“don’t  know  mind”?  WiU  this  help  us 
avoid  pre-formed  or  too-early  formed 
conceptualizations  that  we  come  later 
to  realize  is  limited,  or  just  wrong? 

4.  Can  the  Ultimate  dimension  be 
understood  by  the  rational  mind  alone? 
Is  the  “mind-heart”  connection  re- 
quired? 

5.  How  does  the  Quaker  concept 
of  “Continuing  Revelation”  call  us  to 
be  open  to  a continuing  unfolding  of 
our  heart,  mind  and  spirit? 

6.  Is  there  “faith”  in  the  “not  know- 
ing mind?” 

7.  Can  an  agnostic  be  spiritual? 

8.  Can  there  be  faith  without  be- 
lief in  a specific  creed  or  doctrine  ? 
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9.  Can  we  “believe”  without  creeds, 
dogmas,  or  doctrines?  Is  this  the  call  of 
the  Universalists? 

10.  Can  this  ultimate  dimension  of 
life/existence  be  expressed  without 
words,  concepts  and  creeds?  (Recall  the 
first  lines  of  the  Dao  Te  Ching  which 
says  that  the  “Dao  that  can  be  taught  is 
Not  the  Eternal  Dao.”) 

11.  How  is  silence  the  “language” 
for  the  transmission  of  wisdom  and  of 
the  “not- knowing  mind”?  How  does  the 
Ultimate  Spiritual  Mystery  speak  in  or 
through  Silence? 

12.  If  the  Ultimate  is  beyond  words 
and  concepts,  what  role,  if  any,  do  words 
and  concepts  play  in  the  transmission 
of  wisdom? 

Concluding  Remarks 

We  conclude  by  quoting  from  John 
Wooman: 

There  is  a principle  that  is 
pure,  placed  in  the  human  mind, 
which  in  different  places  and  ages 
has  had  different  names.  It  is  how- 
ever, pure,  proceeds  from  God.  It 
is  deep  and  inward,  confined  to  no 
form  of  religion,  nor  excluded  from 
any,  where  the  heart  stands  in  per- 
fect sincereity. 

Afterword 

Socrates,  the  hero  ofWestern  Phi- 
losophy, humbly  admitted  that  the  one 
thing  he  knew  for  sure  was  that  he  knew 
nothing. 


About  the  authors:  Paul  Markle  is 
resident  at  Pima  MM  in  Tucson  AZ  and 
teaches  philosophy  at  Pima  City  College; 
he  can  be  reached  at  Pima  MM,  N 5th 
Ave,  Tucson  AZ.  Krishna  Seshan  attends 
SJMM  and  can  be  reached  at 
krishna.seshan@gmail.com.  They  write: 
‘Please  feel  free  to  publish  this  in  the 
monthly  newsletters  and  share  it  at 
Friends  discussion  groups.  We  publish  our 
reflection  with  a sincere  desire  that  this 
provoke  questions.  We  welcome  any  or  all 
feedback;  we  are  available  to  attend  and 
participate  in  discussion  groups  about 
this  subject.  ” 


T HE  New  Conscientious 
Objectors 

YThe  following  is  a minute  approved  by 
Agate  Passage  Friends  Meeting  (WA)  and 
submitted  by  Judy  Brown,  clerk.^ 

As  more  and  more  people  are  ques- 
tioning US  policies  on  war,  in  Iraq  and 
elsewhere,  the  subject  of  Conscientious 
Objection  (CO)  is  very  relevant.  Many 
soldiers  currently  serving  in  the  mili- 
tary have  requested  CO  status  as  they 
question  the  morality  of  our  military 
policy.  Other  soldiers  have  questioned 
the  legality  and  efficacy  of  our 
government  s foreign  policy  for  they  are 
in  a prime  position  to  do  so.  Those  of 
us  outside  the  military  who  care  about 
this  issue  can  act  now  to  protect  the 
consciences  of  the  current  and  future 
military  recruits.  If  a military  draft  were 
reinstated,  replacing  our  all-volunteer 
system,  many  young  people  would  be 
required  to  make  extremely  difficult 
choices. 

During  World  War  II  certain 
‘’’peace  churches”  such  as  Quakers, 
Mennonites,  and  Seventh  Day 
Adventists  worked  diligently  to  estab- 
lish an  alternative  to  state  sponsored 
violence.  The  CO  classification  later 
expanded  to  include  people  from  any 
rehgion  as  well  as  people  with  non-re- 
ligious ethical  and  historical  reasons  for 
objecting  to  war.  During  the  Vietnam 
era,  thousands  of  young  people  gained 
CO  status  and  served  the  country  in 
many  different  non-profits,  educational 
institutions  and  social  services.  The 
choice  to  become  a CO  was  a strong 
and  proactive  stand  young  people  chose 
to  affect  positive  change  in  a troubled 
world.  Unfortunately  with  today’s  vol- 
unteer military,  objectors  must  go  to 
military  prison  for  taking  such  a stand 
or,  if  given  CO  status,  perform  menial 
labor. 

The  US  army  officer  Lt.  Ehren 
Watada,  along  with  several  other  US 
soldiers,  has  taken  a courageous  stand 
not  to  return  to  Iraq  although  he  would 


fight  elsewhere.  This  position  is  very 
similar  to  the  Israeli  army  “refiisnik” 
stand  against  fighting  within  Palestin- 
ian “occupied  territory.”  Some  of  these 
Israeli  soldiers  call  themselves  Consci- 
entious Objectors.  On  behalf  of  current 
soldiers  such  as  Lt.  Watada,  we  must 
put  pressure  on  our  congressional  rep- 
resentatives to  begin  to  use  the  official 
classification  of  CO  as  a definition  for 
both  the  pure  pacifists  of  our  history 
while  including  the  Selective  Objectors 
of  today  who  choose  when  and  where 
they  will  fight.  If  we  sanction  and  en- 
courage all  those  who  take  a stand 
against  violence,  we  will  have  begun  to 
build  a peaceful  service  corps  for  local, 
federal  and  foreign  service. 

With  a growing  number  of  young 
people  feeling  called  to  take  a new  form 
of  conscientious  stand  against  US  ag- 
gression, US  citizens  must  lead  the  way 
as  the  courts,  government  and  especially 
the  military  learn  to  view  Conscientious 
Objectors  differently.  The  new  Consci- 
entious Objectors  do  not  fit  the  cur- 
rent state  sanctioned  definition  of  CO 
but  still  choose  to  view  certain  actions 
as  morally  unacceptable  and  others  as 
acceptable. 

Today,  if.  we  redefined  CO  to  also 
include  selective  refusers  and  those  who 
choose  prison  over  aiding  violence,  the 
total  number  of  COs  would  soar.  Imag- 
ine if  instead  of  clogging  prisons,  they 
flooded  the  non-profit  alternative  ser- 
vices of  education,  science,  healthcare 
and  agriculture  with  a new,  more  ide- 
alistic generation  of  young  people.  Paci- 
fists would  feel  empowered  as  they  be- 
gin to  support  any  person  who  takes  any 
stand  against  violence.  In  this  modern 
era,  standing  up  against  violence  means 
supporting  the  many  service-oriented 
proactive  young  people  who  want  to  be 
part  of  the  solution  to  problems  that 
ail  society.  If  we  believe  it  is  not  the 
governments,  but  individuals’  preroga- 
tive to  choose  the  most  accurate  classi- 
fications to  describe  themselves,  then 
we  must  also  believe  that  the  CO  clas- 
sification has  become  more  than  a re- 
action to  violence  but  a positive  move 
to  build  a better  world.  □ 
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Recover 
One  Day  at  / 


St.  Bernard  Parish,  Loyi 


by  Mark  Davis,  Orange  Grove  Meeting  (Pasadena,  CA) 
and  Ellen  O’Brien,  Unitarian  Universalist  (Boston,  MA) 

When  1 made  the  decision  to  go  down  to  New  Orleans  in  October  of  this 
year  it  was  a choice  of  the  heart,  not  the  head.  The  trip  was  the  result  of 
a leading  that  1 received from  listening  to  the  Light  while  at  First  Day 
meeting  for  worship.  However,  this  article  is  not  about  my  leading.  Along 
with  briefly  describing  what  it's  like  to  work  as  a volunteer  in  this  natural 
disaster  zone,  the  message  Tm  carrying  is  from  the  residents  of  Hurri- 
cane Katrina-devastated  St.  Bernard  Parish.  While  there  I had  the  op- 
portunity to  eat  dinner  every  evening  with  local  residents  at  Camp  Hope 
where  free  meals  are  provided  to  St.  Bernard  Parish  residents.  They  all 
told  me  the  same  thing:  Most  of  the  disaster  recovery  work  there  is  being 
done  by  volunteers,  not  by  our  government.  They  asked  me  to  go  back 
home  and  tell  folks  to  please  come  down  to  New  Orleans  to  help  out.  I 
was  in  awe  as  I witnessed  the  noble  spirit  of  volunteerism  at  its  best 
down  there.  Yet  the  work  is  not  done.  It  has  barely  begun.  Many,  many  more  volunteers  will  be  needed  for  a long,  long  time  to 
come.  I will  be  returning  to  work  there  again  in  January  2007  and  I hope  that  others,  too,  may  be  led  to  'see  what  love  can  do 
in  America's  hard  hit  Gulf  Coast  region. 


Our  team  leader  opens  the  door 
and  begins  banging  on  walls  and 
doors  with  a crowbar,  making  noise, 
dislodging  any  snakes,  spiders,  rats, 
mice  or  other  wildlife  that  have 
moved  into  this  house  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  submerged  it  over  a year  ago. 
Paul  and  Keith  have  already  checked 
to  be  sure  that  the  gas,  water,  and  elec- 
tricity are  disconnected.  I am  in  St. 
Bernard  Parish,  outside  New  Orleans, 
with  team  “Black  Seven”  working 
with  Habitat  for  Humanity  gutting 
houses  that  were  flood  damaged  in 
August  2005,  Our  team  has  come 
from  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachu- 
setts, New  York,  Ohio,  Colorado, 
California,  and  Oregon,  with  the  only 
common  thread,  a desire  to  “do  some- 
thing.” Houses  belong  to  elderly,  in- 
firm or  otherwise  unable  owners  who 
have  requested  assistance  in  gutting 
their  houses  so  that  they  might  re- 
claim their  home. 


Mark  Davis  far  left)  and  other  volunteers  after  their first  day  of  work. 


When  we  enter,  the  home  is  dark 
and  smells  of  thirteen  months  of  wa- 
ter and  dampness.  Black  mold  cov- 
ers the  furniture,  walls,  ceilings  and 
belongings.  Like  most  people,  these 
owners  left  quickly,  taking  little  with 
them.  When  the  water  rose,  it  car- 


ried the  household  contents  with  it, 
swirling  for  weeks,  against  walls  and 
ceiling.  When  the  water  finally  re- 
treated, contents  fell  where  they  were, 
crushing,  breaking,  tangUng.  Water 
that  rose  up  to  the  roof  brought  down 
the  ceiling  on  top  of  all  the  debris. 
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The  rugs  are  still  damp,  cov- 
ered with  broken  and  damp 
drywall,  and  layers  of  black 
mud.  The  smell  is  over- 
whelming. Floodwater  still 
stews  in  washing  machines 
and  light  fixtures.  Clothes 
are  jumbled  in  closets, 
moldy  and  damp.  We  find 
pictures,  books,  children  s art- 
work, dishes,  the  pantry  still 
stocked  with  canned  and  dry 
food,  pieces  of  brqken  lives. 

The  refrigeratorls  still  in  the 
kitchen.  Newly  wrapped  with 
duct  tape,  it  is  sealed  and 
never  opened,  although  putrid  water 
leaks  as  it  is  wheeled  out  to  the  street... 
“breathe  through  your  mouth.” 

I can  imagine  thatif  this  were  my 
home,  I could  only  turn  away  and 
mourn  my  loss.  The  task  is  over- 
whelming. As  a volunteer  with  a 
team,  I begin  to  work,  with  others  car- 
rying out  debris,  tearing  down  wall 
panels,  removing  sheetrock  and  insu- 
lation, pulling  down  ceilings,  empty- 
ing the  attic,  the  closets,  the  kitchen 
cabinets.  Broken  lives  pile  in  the 
street  where  contract  workers  clear  it 
away.  Hazardous  materials  are  sorted 
and  collected  separately  as  are  fire- 
arms, ammunition  and  explosives. 


What  few  valuables  and  me- 
mentos we  find,  we  place  care- 
fully in  a cleaned  spot  for  the 
owners  to  save  or  to  “say 
goodbye  to  in  their  own  way.” 
We  take  frequent  water 
and  air  breaks,  compare  notes, 
teach  one  another  new  tricks 
for  getting  the  job  done.  We 
wear  masks,  hard  hats,  goggles, 
gloves,  boots  and  clothing  we 
can  discard.  Tools  are  sledge- 
hammers, crowbars,  shovels, 
pitchforks,  rakes,  brooms, 
hammers,  wheelbarrows  and 
muscles. 

The  house-to-house  reconstruc- 
tion effort  in  this  area  is  conducted 
largely  by  volunteer  groups:  Habitat 
for  Humanity,  Common  Ground, 
Hands  On  Network,  among  others. 
Volunteer  efforts  are  largely  run  by 
folks  in  their  twenties.  AmeriCorps 
has  a very  large  presence,  manning 
volunteer  kitchens,  distributing  tools, 
signing  up  families  who  need  help, 
manning  buses,  checking  in  and  hous- 
ing volunteers,  training  teams,  over- 
seeing safety.  These  “kids”  are  incred- 
ible. Volunteers  seem  to  be  either  in 
the  20  something  age  group  or  the  50- 
60  year  age  group,  but  all  share  com- 
mon values  of  wanting  to  help. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  runs 
“Camp  Hope”  as  a center  of  opera- 
tions for  their  St.  Bernard  Parish  Re- 
covery Project  run  in  conjunction  with 
the  parish  government  and  Ameri- 
Corps teams.  The  camp  is  a former 
elementary  school,  gutted  and  recon- 
structed as  volunteer  housing,  with  a 
few  walls,  a few  lights,  a basic  kitchen, 
cots,  bathrooms,  showers  and  24  hour 
security.  Volunteers  are  welcome  to 
stay  and  are  offered  three  meals  a day 
as  long  as  they  are  working.  Dona- 
tions of  $100  a week  to  help  defray 
costs  are  welcomed.  Volunteers  also 
maintain  the  village  and  help  with 
meals.  A group  of  firefighters  from 
New  York  City  was  there  during  our 
stay,  and  spent  evenings,  after  a day 
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of  gutting,  repairing  plumbing,  add- 
ing to  walls,  and  covering  ceilings. 

On  August  29, 2005,  Saint  Ber- 
nard Parish  was  devastated  by  Hurri- 
cane Katrina.  The  storm  damage, 
which  affected  virtually  every  struc- 
ture in  the  parish,  came  both  from 
direct  effects  of  the  storm  and  from  a 
massive  storm  surge  funneled  in  by 
the  Mississippi  River  Gulf  Outlet. 
The  eye  of  Katrina  passed  over  the 
eastern,  less  populated  portion  of  the 
parish,  but  in  doing  so  pushed  a 25- 
foot  storm  surge  into  Lake  Borgne 
and  into  the  MRGO.  This  surge  de- 
stroyed the  parish  levees  which  were 
14-17  feet  high.  St.  Bernard  Parish 
was  completely  flooded  - houses, 
schools,  stores,  fire  stations,  every- 
thing. The  whole  parish  was  left  sub- 
merged in  5-12  feet  of  floodwater  for 
several  weeks  after  the  hurricane. 

Should  it  be  rebuilt?  For  that 
couple  living  in  a FEMA  trailer  in 
their  yard,  and  the  thousands  like 
them,  I firmly  believe  we  have  a sa- 
cred duty  to  find  a way  to  protect 
them.  They  believed  that  man-made 
structures  would  protect  them  and 
their  home.  This  is  America;  it  can 
be  done,  and  done  right.  New  Or- 
leans is  a unique  city,  and  I beHeve  in 
its  rebirth.  Are  there  areas  that  should 


not  be  rebuilt?  probably.  Am  I dis- 
appointed with  our  government  for 
the  slow  and  poorly  organized  recov- 
ery process?  absolutely.  Why  not  or- 
ganize a CCC  like  group  (as  in  the 
Great  Depression)  for  locals  who  have 
lost  jobs  provide,  food,  housing  and 
salary,  and  get  it  done! 

But  for  today,  those  decisions  are 
larger  than  me.  For  now,  I choose  to 
follow  Habitat’s  motto:  Recovery, 
One  Day  at  a Time”  and  I know  that 
each  person  who  goes  there  to  help 
does  make  a difference.  I encourage 
you  to  take  a week  or  two,  volunteer, 
see  it  for  yourself.  The  need  is  enor- 
mous: house  after  house  after  house 
after  house,  block  upon  block  upon 
block,  mile  upon  mile  upon  mile.  You 
will  rub  shoulders  with  some  of  the 
best  of  God’s  angels.  It  is  an  experi- 
ence that  will  change  your  life.  □ 


'‘Expanding  Circles,  ” 
continued  from  p,  5 

and  the  state  of  Adult  Young  Friend 
involvement  in  meetings.  I even 
joined  the  contra  dancing  one  night_ 
and  everyone  was  dancing  circles 
around  me! 

These  circles  where  we  came  to- 
gether felt  open,  inviting,  inclusive. 


and  always  ready  to  expand  for  one 
more.  I certainly  felt  accepted  into  the 
circle  and  part  of  the  group  during  my 
time  at  FGC  Gathering.  I am  look- 
ing forward  to  the  next  diverse 
Quaker  gathering  and  the  circles  I 
may  find  myself  in  then.  □ 


For  more  info,  contact  her  as 
missy@il  02fly.  com. 


Book  Reviewers  Needed 

If  you  would  like  to  review 
Quaker  books,  please  contact 
the  editor  at  friendsbulletin 
@aol.com. 


The  Quaker  Bible  Reader 


new^  bow  a variety  of  Quakers  read  the  Bible 


Includes  chapters  by  evangelical,  liberal, 
pastoral,  unprogrammed,  conservative. 
North  American  and  international  Friends 


310  pp.  softcover,  $24.95  ($19.95  + $5.00  s & h)  Earlham  Press,  228  College  Avenue,  Richmond,  IN  11207 


...  ' 
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Memorial  Minutes 


Vanita  Blum 

Vanita  was  born  February  18, 1925, 
in  Piedmont,  California,  to  Adolph  Blum 
and  Alberta  Crowell  Blum.  Vanita  at- 
tended Piedmont  Community  Church 
and  local  schools  and  Girl  Scouts.  Her 
older  brother,  John,  was  the  apple  of  his 
mother’s  eye,  while  Vanita,  a tomboy  who 
loved  hiking  and  camping,  felt  closest  to 
her  Dad.  On  June  30, 1944  Vanita  mar- 
ried Isaiah  Meyer.  Four  children  were 
born  by  the  time  she  was  25.  The  chil- 
dren enjoyed  unlimited  reading  and  ex- 
posure to  other  languages  and  religions, 
lasting  passions  of  Vanita’s.  The  family 
attended  Berkeley  Friends  Meeting  and 
marched  with  others  for  peace.  Vanita 
worked  in  the  Richmond  Shipyards,  be- 
fore taking  a BA  in  Enghsh  from  U.C. 
Berkeley  in  1954. 

In  1956  the  family  moved  to  Sacra- 
mento, where  they  attended  Sacramento 
Meeting.  Vanita  directed  a Parent  Co-op- 
erative Nursery,  taught  kindergarten  and 
led  a Girl  Scout  troop.  She  taught  her  two 
girls  to  sew  and  took  care  of  her  sons’  4- 
H animals.  Committed  to  organic  agri- 
culture, Vanita  maintained  a home  gar- 
den, raising  poultry  for  fresh  eggs.  The 
family  picked  fruit  and  nuts  at  AFSC 
workcamps,  and  summers  included  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting,  which  Vanita  at- 
tended for  30  years.  She  played  piano 
and  recorder,  read  Old  English,  wrote 
Sanskrit,  and  spoke  three  languages. 

Vanita  and  Isaiah  were  instrumental 
in  the  founding  ofJohnWoolman  School. 
From  the  early  1950s  on,  Vanita  held  all 
possible  positions  in  College  Park  Friends 
Education  Association,  including  Clerk. 
She  attended  workcamps  for  41  years, 
taught  at  Inter-Session,  frequently 
cooked,  served  as  assistant  director,  and 
helped  create  the  Raku  pottery  program. 

In  1963,  Vanita  and  Isaiah  were  di- 
vorced. Having  earned  an  MA  in  En- 
glish and  two  teaching  credentials,  Vanita 
went  on  to  teach  college  English,  in 
Ontario,  Oregon  and  Glenwood  Springs, 
Colorado,  where  she  also  learned  photo 
silkscreen  and  developed  her  pottery  stu- 
dio. She  embarked  on  a trip  around  the 
world  with  a potter  friend.  They  stayed 
in  Japanese  temples,  trekked  in  Nepal, 


rode  rickety  buses  in  Pakistan,  Afghani- 
stan and  Israel,  got  stranded  in  Cambo- 
dia. After  three  days  in  an  Indian  ashram, 
Vanita  said  she’d  had  enough  silence:  “I 
came  to  TALK  to  people!”  Vanita  returned 
to  the  Bay  Area  when  her  father  died  in 
October  1974,  followed  by  her  mother  in 
July.  She  bought  an  apartment  building  in 
Berkeley  to  be  near  her  children  and  their 
families,  and  renewed  her  ties  to  Berkeley 
Meeting.  She  worked  for  FCL,  AFSC, 
UNICEF,  nuclear  disarmament,  immigra- 
tion reform  and  other  causes,  and  offered 
free  tax  services  to  seniors. 

On  August  29, 1981,  Vanita  married 
John  Mackinney  under  the  care  of  Ber- 
keley Meeting  and  in  1983  Vanita  joined 
Berkeley  (CA)  Meeting.  Vanita  took  on 
every  job:  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Ministry  and 
Oversight,  Property,  Nursery,  Education, 
sometimes  several  at  a time.  Among  her 
numerous  gifts  to  the  Meeting  were  car- 
pentry, plumbing,  goodies  from  her 
kitchen  and  garden,  her  beautiful  pottery, 
photography,  a hand-knit  sweater  or 
blanket  for  every  new  baby  in  the  Meet- 
ing. One  Friend  remarked,  “Vanita  knits 
together  the  Meeting.”  Funny,  persua- 
sive, articulate,  her  clarity  was  a boon  to 
Friends’  endeavors,  as  her  empathy  was 
to  those  in  pain.  She  led  a monthly  heal- 
ing circle  and  kept  names  on  her  refrig- 
erator of  those  in  need  of  prayers — a prac- 
tice some  continue  in  her  memory.  How- 
ever ,she  didn’t  hesitate  to  express  firm 
opinions.  Vanita  was  fond  of  saying, 
“Quakers  don’t  sing  enough,”  and, 
“Quakers  need  to  have  more  fiin!”  In 
1985  two  women  requested  marriage 
under  the  care  of  the  Meeting,  the  sec- 
ond such  request  put  to  Quakers.  Vanita’s 
compassion  for  the  couple  was  paired 
with  a concern  for  members’  laboring  for 
clarity.  After  three  years,  the  marriage 
was  celebrated  and  many  felt  the 
Meeting’s  indebtedness  to  Vanita’s  strong 
and  loving  leadership. 

After  a series  of  strokes  in  2004, 
Vanita  died  on  March  29,  2005.  A Jew- 
ish service  was  held  four  days  after  her 
death  and  on  May  7,  a Memorial  at  Ber- 
keley Meeting.  Her  ashes  were  scattered 
at  Sierra  Friends  Center  in  Grass  Valley. 
One  Friend  said,  “She  is  exactly  what  I 
think  a Quaker  is.”  She  is  survived  by 
John,  her  husband  of  23  years,  her  chil- 
dren Dana,  Enid,  Evan  and  Sybil,  step- 


sons Christopher,  Paul  and  Ross 
Mackinney;  nine  grandchildren  and  three 
great-grandchildren.  An  extended  fam- 
ily and  many  friends  join  the  members  of 
Berkeley  Monthly  Meeting  in  feeling  the 
enormity  of  loss  in  the  passing  of  this 
vivid  presence  from  our  lives. 

Jean  B.  Walton 

Jean  B.  Walton  of  Claremont  (CA), 
who  served  Pomona  College  as  Dean  of 
Women,  Dean  of  Students,  and  finally 
as  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs  over 
a period  of  three  decades,  died  at  her 
home  in  the  Mount  San  Antonio 
Gardens  Retirement  Community  on 
Wednesday,  July  5 at  the  age  of  92. 

Born  March  6,  1914  at  George 
School,  a Quaker  school  in  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania,  she  was  the 
daughter  of  George  A.  and  Emily  Ingram 
Walton,  and  grew  up  on  the  campus  of 
the  school,  where  her  father  was 
headmaster.  She  received  her  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  Swarthmore  College  in 
1935,  graduating  with  highest  honors  and 
Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  received  her 
Master’s  Degree  from  Brown  University 
in  1940.  After  working  as  an  instructor 
in  mathematics  at  Swarthmore  College 
for  five  years,  she  earned  her  PhD  in 
1948,  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  she  also  served  as  an 
instructor.  Quaker  values  became 
important  to  the  rest  of  her  career. 

Coming  to  Pomona  College  in  1949, 
Jean  Walton  was  noted  for  her  quiet 
courage,  good  humor,  patience,  and 
integrity  during  one  of  the  most  turbulent 
periods  in  the  history  of  American 
colleges — the  1960s  and  1970s — and  for 
being  an  instrumental  force  in  the  lives 
of  thousands  of  students.  During  years 
of  profound  change,  she  helped  to 
develop  a new  model  of  residential  life 
and  challenged  students,  faculty  and 
administrators  alike  to  recognize 
changing  gender  roles.  Co-founder  of  the 
Intercollegiate  Women’s  Studies  Pro- 
gram, she  served  as  its  first  coordinator 
from  1978  to  1983  and  remained  active 
in  women’s  studies  long  after  her  formal 
retirement  in  1979. 

“She  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
persons  I have  ever  known,”  said  former 
Pomona  College  President  David 
vMexander.  “Fiercely  independent,  sturdy 
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and  courageous,  she  was  the  emhodiment 
of  her  beloved  Quaker  faith.  It  is  stiU  not 
easy  to  imagine  her  on  the  barricades 
with  rampaging  students,  facing  draft- 
card  and  flag  burning,  foul  language,  and 
physical  intimidation.  Withal  she  was  a 
gentle  soul,  a pleasant  and  interesting 
companion,  and  a stalwart  colleague. 
When  one  considers  the  glory  that  is  now 
Pomona  College,  Jean  Walton  will  have 
to  be  reckoned  among  the  most 
important  contributors  to  the  College’s 
glittering  achievements.” 

As  a Pomona  College  administrator, 
she  made  time  in  her  busy  schedule  to 
teach  classes  in  mathematics  and 
women’s  studies  and  was  honored  in  1975 
by  the  students,  who  selected  her  a 
recipient  of  the  Wig  Distinguished 
Professorship  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Teaching.  Her  leadership  in  higher 
education  also  earned  her  the  Scott 
Goodnight  Award  in  1974,  the  top  award 
of  the  National  Association  for  Student 
Personnel  Administrators.  At  her 
retirement,  some  of  her  former  students 
established  the  Jean  B.  Walton 
Scholarship  Fund  in  her  honor,  and  in 
1981,  a new  residential  lounge  on  the 
Pomona  College  campus  was  named 
Walton  Commons  in  recognition  of  her 
many  years  of  distinguished  service. 

Jean  Walton  was  an  active  member 
of  Claremont  Monthly  Meeting  and 
served  as  Clerk  and  on  Ministry  8c 
Counsel,  Discussion  Committee, 
Finance  Committee  and  the  Board  of 
Directors.  She  was  very  active  in  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  and  attended  yearly 
meeting  regularly.  Jean  helped  develop 
the  Quaker  Spiritual  Quest  program 
which  was  used  by  many  Southern 
California  Meetings  in  the  80s  and  90s. 

In  response  to  an  End  of  Life  Issues 
workshop  question.  What,  for  you,  makes 
life  worth  livingf  ]ez.n  wrote:  “Life  itself 
has  great  value  for  me.  Simply  to  be  alive, 
to  feel  joy  and  accept  pain,  to  feel 
connected  to  others  and  close  to  the 
natural  world;  in  short,  to  feel  life 
however  it  happens,  and  to  respond  to  it 
with  mind  and  spirit...  (D)eath  comes  to 
every  life,  and  at  the  present  time  I do 
not  fear  the  experience  of  approaching 
death,  if  pain  can  be  kept  under  control. 
The  desire  to  experience  life  as  it 
approaches  the  ultimate  mystery  of  death 


remains  rather  strong  in  me...  “ (She 
noted  Quakers  believe  in  direct 
communion  with  God  and  that  the 
Divine  Light  is  accessible  to  each 
person.)  “This  means  to  me  that  I am 
never  really  alone,  that  there  is  a Source 
of  strength  and  support  available  to  me 
if  I can  be  open  to  it...  “ 

Her  abiding  passions  included  the 
mountains,  travel,  hiking,  music,  birding. 
Dodger  baseball  and  the  annual  Deans 
reunion  in  June  at  Peaceful  Valley  in 
Colorado.  “That  she  died,  at  92,  shortly 
after  falling  at  Ontario  Airport  on  her 
way  to  a beloved  annual  June  gathering 
of  retired  deans  in  Colorado,  is 
significant,”  noted  Claremont  member, 
John  Pixley  He  wrote  in  his  regular 
column  in  the  Claremont  Courier,  “When  I 
began  to  attend  meetings,  Jean  immediately 
made  me  feel  welcome  and  quickly  became 
a mentor.  I watched  her  ask  thoughtful, 
probing  questions  in  discussions  and 
business  meetings  and  take  her  time 
making  decisions.  I wdU  never  forget  how 
she  always  took  the  time  to  listen  to  me, 
even  as,  much  to  her  frustration,  her 
hearing  started  going  bad.  She  took  a 
genuine,  never  patronizing,  interest  in  me 
and  what  it  is  like  to  live  my  life  as  a 
disabled,  and  later  gay  disabled,  man.” 

She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her 
four  sisters,  Margaret,  Alice,  Ruth  and 
Dora.  She  is  survived  by  seven  loving 
nieces  - Anne  Taylor,  Meredith  Walton, 
Jaiyh  Amatuli,  Christine  Storch,  Eleanor 
Merritt,  Barbara  Darling  and  Susan 
Schnick  and  many  adoring  grand-nieces 
and  grand-nephews. 

At  the  Memorial  Meeting  to 
celebrate  Jean  Walton’s  life  on  August  19* 
at  Claremont  Meetinghouse,  many  of  her 
relatives  spoke.  The  family  stories  shared 
that  day  reflected  an  enduring  sense  of 
Quaker  values  and  Walton  passions.  □ 


Calendar 


jAN  19-21:  Singing  Body,  Singing 
Spirit.  The  annual  women’s  retreat  explores 
voice,  body,  and  soul.  Sherrin  Loyd  and 
Deborah  Marks.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Cen- 
ter at  quakercenter.org  or  831-336-8333. 
Feb  16-18:  Friendly  Zen.  Zen  practices 
that  support  equanimity  and  mindfulness  in 
busy  Quaker  lives.  Catharine  Lucas.  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center. 


Classifieds 


Publications 

Quaker  Life — informing  and  equip- 
ping Friends  around  the  world.  Free 
sample  available  upon  request.  Join  our  family  of 
Friends  for  one  year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For  infor- 
mation contact. 

Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 


Pendle  Hill  Pamphlets 

are  timely  essays  on  many 
facets  of  Quaker  life,  thought 
and  spirituality,  readable  at  one 
sitting.  Subscribe  to  receive  six 
pamphlets/year  for  $25  (US). 
Also  available:  every 

oamphlet  published  previously  by  Pendle 
dill,  including  recent  pamphlets  by 
A^arren  Ostrom,  Marge  Abbott,  Robert 
Griswold  and  Steve  Smith.  800-742-3150 
;xt.  2 or  bookstore@pendlehiU.org. 


FRIENDS  JOURNAL  is 
more  than  a magazine  — 
it’s  a ministry  of  the 
written  word.  Friends 
worldwide  find  com- 
munity in  each  issue  full 
of  award-winning  articles, 
opinions,  poetry,  news,  and  art.  Call  us 
toll-free  at  800-471-6863  and  mention 
offer  code  FB2007  to  receive  12  monthly 
issues  for  $35,  saving  42%  off  the  cover 
price!  FRIENDS  JOURNAL,  1216  Arch 
St.,  2A,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  Visit  us 
on  the  web  at  <www.friendsjournal.org>. 


African  Summer  Workcamps  2007 

AGLI-The  African  Great  Lakes  Initia- 
tive of  Friends  Peace  Teams  is  sponsor- 
ing intergenerational  workcamps  in 
Burundi,  Kenya,  Rwanda  and  Uganda. 
A two-day  Orientation  begins  June  23 
near  Washington  DC.  Workcamps  end 
on  July  28.  Workcampers  will  assist  with 
building  or  rebuilding  chnics,  schools  and 
a peace  center-no  skills  needed.  Visit  our 
website  at  http://www.aglionline.org  or 
contact  Dawn  Rubbert  via 
dawn@aglionline.org. 
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Vintage  Books,  Quaker  Books.  Rare  and 
out-of-print  journals,  history,  religion.  Con- 
tact us  for  specific  wants.  181  Hayden  Rowe 
St,  Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone:  508-435- 
3499.  E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

Schools,  Retreat  Centers, 
Camps,  and  Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 
retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 
our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs.  Among 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336- 
8333.  http://www.quakercenter.org. 

Friends  House  is  a multi-level  re- 
tirement COMMUNITY  offering  indepen- 
dent living  apartments  and  houses,  and  an 
assisted  care  living  facility.  Located  in  Santa 
Rosa,  Friends  House  is  easily  accessible  to  San 
Francisco,  the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood  forests, 
and  the  vineyards  of  Sonoma  and  Napa  coun- 
ties. Friends  House  is  owned  and  operated 
by  Friends  Association  of  Services  for  the 
Elderly  (EASE),  a California  not-for-profit 
corporation.  The  facility  and  Board  of  Di- 
rectors are  strongly  influenced  by  Quaker  tra- 
ditions. The  welfare  and  growth  of  persons 
within  an  environment  which  stresses  inde- 
pendence is  highly  valued.  Tour  Friends 
House  at  our  website  at 
www.friendshouse.org.  Friends  House,  684 
Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409.  707- 
538-0152. 

The  WooLMAN  semester  offers  Friends 
education  to  students  in  grades  11-13  focused 
on  the  Testimonies  of  peace,  justice  and 
stewardship.  Students  earn  a full  semester  of 
high  school  credit  and  log  120  hours  of 
community  service. Through  the  challenge  of 
a rigorous  curriculum,  simple  living  in 
community  and  service  work  in  Mexico, 
students  gain  an  intrinsic  direction  for  their 
futures.  Academic  skills,  nonviolent  activism 
and  self-awareness  are  developed  to  guide 
them  with  integrity.  Financial  Aid  and 
Quaker  Scholarships  support  all  qualified 
teens.  Visit  www.woolman.org  or  contact 
530-273-3183. 

William  Penn  House  &.  Washington 
Quaker  Workcamps.  Washington,  DC. 
Quaker  Center  on  Capitol  Hill  offers  hospitality, 
meeting  space  and  worship  as  well  as  workcamp 
opportunities  for  youth,  peace  studies  seminars 
for  educators,  and  seminars  for  all  ages. 
Leadership  training  for  Quaker  young  adults 
through  our  internship  program.  All  are 
welcome.  www.WmPennHouse.org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org.  202-543- 


5560.  515  East  Capitol  St  SE, 
Washington,  DC  20003. 

Positions  Vacant:  William  Penn 
House  & Washington  Quaker 
Work  camps  Washington,  DC. 
Hospitality  intern,  full  time.  Register  and 
greet  guests,  work  with  workcamps,  peace 
studies  and  international  program  seminars. 
Stipend,  room  and  board  and  health 
insurance.  www.WmPennHouse.org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org.  202-543-5560. 
515  East  Capitol  St  SE,  Washington,  DC 
20003. 

Accomodations:  Quaker  Hill  Con- 
ference Center,  Richmond,  IN,  offers 
overnight  accommodations  for  Friends  trav- 
eling in  this  area.  For  info  and  reservations, 
contact  QHCC  at  765-962-5741, 
quakerhill@parallax.ws  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.qhcc.org. 

Wellsprings  Friends  School: 
alternative,  accredited  high  school  grades  9- 
12,  non-residential.  “A  climate  of  affirmation” 
rooted  in  the  Quaker  spirit  of  community, 
nonviolence,  honoring  the  Light  in  every 
person.  3590  W 18th  Avenue,  Eugene,  OR 
97402.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.weUspringsfriends.org,  or  call  541-686- 
1223. 

Services 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse 
Acres  for  a day  at  a horse  farm. 
All  ages  welcome.  Camps  are  set  up  to 
encourage  confidence  in  people  who  are 
fearful  of  horses,  as  well  as  more  experi- 
enced horse  lovers.  Learn  to  see  the  world 
from  the  horse’s  point  of  view.  Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone: 
360-825-3628.  Email:  friendlaverne 

@friendlyhorseacres.com. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour. 

Visit  the  Quaker  community  of  Monteverde. 
See  the  cloud  forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Sa- 
rah Stuckey,  Apdo  46-5655,  Monteverde,  Costa 
Rica.  Phone/FAX:  011-506-645-5436  or 
937-728-9887  or  EmaU:  crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 

Website:  www.crstudytours.com. 

**** 

Wolf  Creek  Commons  is  a developing 
co-housing  community  in  Grass  Valley, 
California  (Sierra  Nevada  foothills).  Wolf 
Creek  borders  our  forested  site  which  is 
within  easy  walking  distance  of  public 
transportation,  markets  and  other  stores.  A 


vibrant  intergenerational  community,  we 
welcome  children.  Expected  move-in,  FaU  2008. 
530-478-5778.  www.wolfcreekcommons.org 

Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Com- 
munity FOR  YOUR  NEXT,  OR  YOUR  SECOND, 
HOME.  360  degree  mountain  views,  4,000  ft 
elevation,  often  near-perfect  weather,  among 
good  friends.  Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth 
Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis  Obispo  Drive, 
Douglas,  AZ  85607.  Website: 
arizonafriends.com. 

Quaker  Writers,  Editors,  and 
Publishers  are  invited  to  join  QUIP 
(Quakers  Uniting  in  Publishing).  An 

international  “self  help”  organization  of 
theologically  diverse  Friends  concerned  with 
the  ministry  of  the  written  word.  Contact 
Graham  Garner  at  grahamG@fgcquaker.org. 
Website:  wvm.quaker.org/quip. 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request 

ASSISTANCE  FROM  DAVID  BrOWN,  A 
Quaker  Realtor.  David  wiU  refer  you  to  a 
real  estate  professional  to  assist  you  with  buy- 
ing and/or  selling  a house  anywhere  in  the  USA 

Email:  Davidhbrown@mindspring.co. 

**** 

Quaker  Commercial  Realtor 

specializing  in  income  property  sales  and  1031 
replacements  nationally.  Call  Allen 
Stockbridge,  JD,  CCIM  at  877-658-3666. 

■MuMuK 

Join  the  Fellowship  of  Quakers  in 
THE  Arts  ($25/year),  and  share  your  work 
with  Friends  in  our  exciting  quarterly.  Types 
& Shadows.  Seeking  short  fiction  6c  non- 
fiction, poetry,  drawings,  B6cW  photos,  and 
news  of  Quaker  art.  Help  create  a new  chapter 
in  Quaker  History!  More  info:  FQA,  1515 
Cherry  St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  Email 
submissions  OK.  fqa@quaker.org 
www.quaker.org/  fqa. 

Concemed(5ingles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  diversity,  gender 
equity,  and  the  health  of  the  planet. 
Nationwide/  Canada. 

All  ages.  Since  1984. 

FREE  s/wrle:  Box  444-FB, 

Lenox  Dale,  MA  01242 

413-243-4350  or  www.concernedsingles.com 

AFSC/Intermountain 
YM  Joint  Service  Pro- 
ject: Quaker  work 

CAMPS  FOR  TEENS  AND  ADULTS. 
Spring  and  fall  in  Mexico,  summer 
with  Oglala  Lakota.  Contact  Mike 
Gray.  Email:  MGray@afsc.org  or 
520-907-6321.  Website:  afsc.org. 
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re  you  a Quaker  scholar^  artist,  activist  or  teacher?  Do  you  have  a concern 
strengthen  Quaker  faith,  practice,  scholarship  and  witness?  We 
r I invite  you  to  oinsder  Pendle  Hill  for  2CX)7~2008.  Among  the  opportunities 
we  offer  are  the  following: 

The  Henry  j.  Cadbu^  Scholarship  supports  a scholar  with  a serious  interest 
in  Quaker  feith,  practice  or  history  to  live  and  study  at  Pendle  Hill  on  a project 
of  significance  to  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  The  scholarship  is  for  a full 
academic  year.  The  scholar's  project  needs  to  be  endorsed  by  a meeting  or 
institution.  Apply  by  March  15, 2CX)7. 

The  Kenneth  L Carroll  Scholarship  allows  Quakers  to  concentrate  on  Biblical 
and  Quaker  studies  to  benefit  their  local  meetings.  Apply  by  March  15, 2007. 


Sharon  MacDonald,  a Canadian  Friend  who  worked  on 
her  doctoral  dissertation  at  Pendle  Hill  in  20D4-2005, 
presents  her  research. 


i knew  my  time 
at  Pendle  Hill 
would  yield  rich 
results  from 
ffiearch  at  nearby 
Quaker  libraries 
on  the  Historieal 
relationship  of 
Affican  Americam 
and  Ouakers,..  ft  was  an  honor  to  be  the  Henry  I Cadbury 
Scholar  for  that  work.  What  I hadnrt  antidpated  were  the 
great  bleisinp  of  being  with  others  committed  to  lives 
of  purpose  and  passion  and  with  gifted  teachers  who,  as 
partners  in  listening  and  speaking,  led  me  to  a deeper  and 
richer  relationship  with  the  loving  presence  of  God. 

Mc-IMml  (on  with  Vanessa  July#},, 
teidewl  ami 

CaMm  Sdmim,  2^-2€^2 


Pendle  Hill  is  a Quaker  relgious  educahonal  community  grounded 
in  daity  meeting  for  worship.  The  P^icfle  Hi  seeks  to 

be  a living  model  of  a different  way  of  being  in  the  wodd,  through 
expression  of  the  Quaker  testimor^s  of  integrity,  equaity,  simpl^, 
community  and  peace.  Pendle  HI  provides  opfXJrttarities  for 
study,  spiritual  deepening  and  serviee  in  a ruMuring  environment 

Resident  faculty,  staff  and  students  8ve  on  Pendle  Hi's  beautiful 
23-acre  eampus  in  Waingford,  Pennsylvarta.  Students  come 
from  many  parts  of  the  United  States  and  from  other  countries. 
Adults,  of  all  ages  participate.  People  come  to  Pendle  Hill  for 
many  reasons— to  expand  their  knowledge,  deepen  their  faith, 
engage  in  active  social  witness,  or  achieve  clarity  during  a 
sabbatical  or  personal  transition. 


2007-2008  Term  Dates 

Autumn:  September  28- December  15 
Winter.  January  4-March  15 
Spring:  A4areh  28-June  7 


Pendle Hill_ 

A QUAKa  CIHTIR,  FQR  STUDY  Am  CQNTIMIHATION 


338  Hysh  Mill  Road « Wallingford,  PA  19086 
www.pendlehlliDrg 


Contact  DaHene  Walker  to  find  out  more: 
800.7423150  (U.S,  only)  ext  161 
610.566.4507  ext.  161 
admlssions@pendlehill.org 
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